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PART the Second. 


ON THE 


Different DxsEKRTS and FAT R of 
ADMIRAL. BYNG and his nn ö 


The Changes in the laſt ADMINI STRATION : "2 


The Year of LizznrY or Tun ALB 


Tnov malt do no Maier, COPD 
> I The Sixth of Gov? 8 Commandments, 


Guru vocet Divdm Populus ruentis 
Imperi rebus ? — — 

Cui dabit partes Scelus erpiandi 
jupiter? Tandem venias, precamur 12 5 
Nube candentes humeros amictus PF Ff. 


Augur Apollo. 
9 | Horar, Ode II. ti. i. 
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determined, the ſingular Circumſtan- 
ces which have attended his Sentence, 


and his being the only Admiral of 
England who has ever ſuffered Death for his 
Conduct, would afford a reaſonable Plea for 
completing the Story of his Command and of 


his Life, were it only to ſatisfy the Curioſity 


which attends the preſent Age, and delivering 
down to Poſterity authentic Accounts of this a” 


whole Tranſaction. 


Bes1pss theſe, there are many Reaſons foo 
publiſhing this ſecond Part of the ApPEAL to 


yo, It is to ſettle the Character of a Man, 
whilſt Contradiction may be made to every 
Thing advanced in theſe Sheets, if any Thing 


alſe is advanced in them, whom: T invoke 


Heaven to witnels, I believe greatly injured. 


4 B And 7 


\ H E Fate 6 Mr Byng Dale at 18 
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[4] 
And though, ſetting aſide the Love of Juſtice, 
which ought to guide the Actions of all Man- 
kind, it may be ſaid, the Life of an Individual 
can prove but of ſmall Leſs to a whole People, 
and therefore cannot claim your Attention in 
any great Degree. Yet the Manner in which 
his Life was purſued, and the Reaſons for which 
nis Fate was accompliſhed, are abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to be known by you; becauſe, on a true 
underſtanding of theſe, the Preſervation of this 
whole Kingdom may probably depend. 
PERMIT me, then, diſpaſſionately to exa- 
mine, whether Innocence or Guilt appear in 


the Tryal of Mr Byng? Whether Juſtice or 


Malice directed the Bullets to his Heart? Whe- 
ther he or his Purſuers beſt deſerve the Fate 
which was inflicted on him? And why Mercy, 
by the Arts of his Enemies, was precluded from 
a "Man ſo ſtrongly recommended to it 655 his 
2 Judges. 

© During the Time which paſſed between 
tlie firſt Account of the Action off Minorca, 
and the publiſhing the former Part of this Ar- 
' PEAL, the cruel Uſage he received, the Fal- 
hoods that were invented, the inhuman Artifices 
that were contrived and put in Execution, to 
keep your Paſſions in one continual Agitation, 
and direct their whole Force againſt Mr Byng, 
have been ſufficienily ſhewn in that Pamphlet; 
and, as far as it hath come to my Knowledge, 
uncontroverted, with the leaſt Appearance of 
Truth on that Side. The Effect of that Pam- 


pond. on the Minds of thoſe who read ey 
UC 


181 
ſuch as it was wiſhed to be; it exculpated the 
Admiral from every Imputation of Miſconduct, 
except of that which paſſed during the Hour of 
© Engagement. I mean it had this Effect on the 
Minds of all, in whom ſelfiſh Conſiderations 
had not effaced the Evidence of Truth. Nor 
was the Hour of Action unvindicated from 
any Conſciouſneſs in the Admiral, of nat 
having diſcharged his Duty; the contrary of 
this is too evident from his laſt Words; he 
declined entering into a Detail of his Behaviour 
at that Time, becauſe he conceived, that diſco- 
vering his Defence might afford an Opportunity 
to his Foes, by every Means, to invalidate the 
Strength of that Truth and Evidence which he 
was convinced he had on his Side. And, be- 
cauſe a Senſe of Honour with-held him, which 
diſdained every Attempt to prejudice the Pub- 
lick in his Favour before his Day of Examina- 
tion, though no Man could ever with greater 
Jaſtification. have proceeded in that Manner. 
A Senſe of Honour, which never deſerted his 
Boſom, till the Moment his Soul eſcaped from 
| the Rag e of his Perſecutors, into that World, 
where Reſt from their Malice was only to he 
jound, where his Actions will be examined by 
a Tribunal of a very different Nature from that 
of Man, where no human Means can Influence 
Judgment, and where the Motives in all Bo—- 
toms being laid open, the moſt exalted upon 
Parth are frequently deemed the loweſt and 
moſt abject, and hen ngen ry e are 
raiſed in Glory. | 
* ba 
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In Conſequence of the Arguments which 


were found in the APPEAL, the Rage of popu- 


lar Tumult was averted from attacking every 
other Part of his Conduct; and the Silence in 


Reſpect to the Time of Battle, directed it on 


Mr Byng's Conduct during that Hour. Not- 
withſtanding which, all Men who dared to 
think and ſpeak their Sentiments, were perfect- 
ly convinced, that, however guilty Mr Byng 
might be found on his Tryal, thoſe who plan- 
ned the Expedition, and ſent him to command 
it, were intinitely more criminal. 


I conſequence of this alſo, it became the 


Intereſt of his Adverſaries, that the Fire of po- 
pular Wrath ſhould till be kept burning, by 


every Art which could adminiſter Fuel to that 
Paſſion, by Means of ſubordinate Aſſociates, 


who had long participated in plundering their 
Country, and whole Conſciences, hackneyed in 
Guilt, told them it was neceſſary, for their In- 
tereſt and Subſiſtence, that Innocence ſhould 


periſh, and the guilty eſcape the inquiſitive Eye 


of Juſtice. And ſuch is the Diſpoſition of the 
human Mind, agitated by Paſſion like the O- 
cean in a Storm, where the Waves ſubſide not 
*till the Winds have ſome Time ceaſed their 


Fury; the Voice of Reaſon is loſt amid this 
Tempeſt of the Soul, like all leſſer Sounds in 


that of the Elements, and Truth cannot be di- 


ſtinctly heard, till all is calm in the Boſom of 


1 the Heaters. 25 
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| 5) 
3 Trar Moment, it is hoped, may be now 
u Hand. Pity is already ſpreading from Breaſt 
do Breaſt her ſweet Contagion, like Fire catching 
"'Y {om one Object to another, in Commiſeration 
of him, whole Days your Clamours nelpett: to 

fniſh. . 

Tuosg ſtubborn Eyes, which; dry as flint, 17 
beheld him before his Cataſtrophe, now touched 
by his conſcious Innnocence and Contempt of 
Death, like the Rock ſtruck by the Hand of : 
Wer, pour forth Floods of Water, 

 Trose who conceived him the guilty Cauſe 5 
of loſing Minorca, and longed for his Day of 
Puniſhment, now believe him the gultlels Sa- 
crifce of bis and your Enemies, dying: a en 7 
to their Iniquity. | 

IF, then, it ſhall heveaſter: be evidently pro- 
ved, that thoſe Men who have robbed you of 
your Liberties and Conſtitution, and fold you 
I Slaves to German Princes, have in like Manner 
pborſacd the unhappy Man, of whom I am 
54 ſpeaking, remorſeleſs, beyond the Act of Exe- 
ation and the Grave; that the Loſs of Minůor- 
e, for which he died; was the Conſequence of 
tier Behaviour; that the Puniſhment be ſuf- _ 
fred belongs with more Joſtice to his relentleſs 
I fnemies; and that you have been duped to 
TY &mand Mr Byng's Death to ſcreen them from T 
dhe piercing Eye of Juſtice ; Will you not then, 
be warmed with that righteous Reſentment 
Waich this Cauſe requires, and demand-thoſe to 
 lepal Enquiry, whoſe Artifices have made 
jou Accceſſaties to his Death, and alleviate your 
Boſoms 


[6] 
Boſoms of that afflicting Senſation which muſt 
otherwiſe for ever attend ſuch Conviction? Will 
yon ceaſe to cry aloud for Tuftice, till the ce- 
leſtial Sound be heard and complied with; Ju. 
Alice on the Enemies of Mr Eyng, yourſelves, : 
and your Country. 1 
You will conſider in like Manner, that 9 
er may be ſaid in thoſe Sheets, can now 
no longer bear the Face of pleading forthe Life 
of Mr Byng; that is beyond the Reach of Pre- 
ſervation or farther Malice. Nor does it ſpring? 
from the vindictive Source of purſuing thoſe # 
who purſued the Admiral to Death. It is done 
for your Sakes and your Safety, that M——r$877 
may be taught, that the Blood of this Man is 
no Atonement for the Loſs of Honour, Com- 
merce, and Minorca, without an Examination 
and Reſearch into the true Cauſes: of ſuch bei- | 
nous Tranſgreſſions; and that thoſe Men, wh 
are till too likely to return to the Adminiſtra® | 
tion of publick Affairs, may at leaſt pats the ſe#} 
vereſt Inquiſition of Juſtice, before they ats 
permitted to complete the Ruin of your Couns 
try, which, by the moſt able Stateſmen, _ 
admits a bare Poſſibility of being ſaved. It i 
to place the Truth of this Affair, relating to t „ | 
Loſs of Minorca and the Sentence of Mr 10 4 
in the cleareſt Light. 1 
Tnksk are the true Aicher oft my one! 
more appealing to your Tribunal; all I requeſt} 
is a filent and diſpaſſionate Attention to what 1 
have to offer; if it bear the ſacred Impreſſiof 
of Reaſon, "and prove the late unhappy Y . 43 


UF] 
tied guildeſs and undeſerving his Fate, you will 
then obey the Voice of Truth, as you have here- 
fare of Clamour, and not ſuffer that Malice 
„ hich added Swiftneſs to the very Bullets which 
bperced the Boſom of Mr Byng, to enjoy that 
Y cruel Satisfaction of putting him to Death un- 
. J adidurbed, but by remorſe of Conſcience, Cons 
„ LCience, from long practice in Iniquity, grown 
MY too obdurate to be touched, till Death approach- 
ing wakes up every ſleeping Guilt, and preſents 
a Map of Horrors to thoſe Eyes which through 
Tears beholding every Crime magnified, if ſuch 
Crimes can admit of appearing greater, ſhall 
weep in vain, and want the Mercy which they 
denied to him. V 
How EVER, let it be remembered, that the 
Compaſſion which Humanity thinks is due to 
laughtered Innocence, may be carried too far, 
een be criminal, if it ſpring from a miſtaken 
Object, and thus become Malice diſguiſed under 
the Name of Commiſeration. I may be mi- 
taken in the Judgment which I have formed, 
he Feelings of my Heart may have prevailed 
wer my underſtanding, Minorca may have been 
loſt by the Proceedings of Mr Byng, and thoſe 
whom I have already criminated, may be the 
Friends of England exaſperated with Zeal for.the 
Honour and Intereſt of their Country in thus 
EY viving him to Death. All theſe are poflible, 
eſtt lr then they are guiltleſs, this Examination 
all prove them fo, and I muſt appear their 
LY fiend in perſwading you to bring them to their 
Tqediav af od ig bas oth 
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_ ſerved Minorca, and they are the guilty, Cauſes Þ 


[8], 

Tryal, Mt Tas wiping off «2 Stain. which f 
reſts. ſo. deeply dyed upon them ; 
I Mr Byng behaved as a gallant Cardin and 
ſeilful Commander, and could not have pre- 


of it's Loſs; is it j that he ſhould have been 
pus to Death, and theſe Men permitted to enjoy 
Life? If each have participated in this national 
Diſhonour and heartfelt Calamity, will vo 
think it equitable, that the Execution of one 
Man ſhould atone for the Crime of thoſe, equal- 
ly guilily, who have purſued him to fave them! 
ſelves, or that the general Sin ſhould be wiped 
off by the Sacrifice of an Individual? 
Coxvixcep as I am, that if Mr Byng was in 
any degree acceſſary to the loſs of Mabone, that 
thoſe who ſent him on that Command, are ins? 
finitely more criminal, ſupported in it by als 


ee 


N 


moſt the univerſal Voice of England, I muſt 


ſtand juſtified in the Opinion of all honeſt Mind 
for thus ſummoning you to call thoſe Men 0 
Juſtice, nay even in their Opinion alſo; for & 
the Loſs of Minorca was their Motive d 3 
1 trying, condemning, and executing the Admiral 
iĩt is equally laudable and juſt, that I encourage yo 
to demand a ſimilar Enquiry into the Condug 
of thoſe who equipt the Fleet and ſent him q) 
the Command, In every View then it is you! 
Duty, in Juſtice to the Dead and Living, to yoW 
. own Hearts, your King, your, Country, E 
vour God, that thoſe Men be legally fammon@ 
before a juſt Tribunal, that their Innocence @ 


Guilt may come forth before the Eyes ＋ f 


1 25 5 
2 Se FE 


[9] 
Men, and that they receive the due Reward of 
of their Actions. 


Tuus you ſhall find a fair Occaſion, if the Ad- 


miral died undeſerving that ſevere Fate, of waſh- 
nn his Blood from your Hands, by ſummoning 
bis Adverfaries to an impartial Examination; or a 
1 WM righteous Cauſe for confirming the Juſtice of his 
1 Scntence, approving and applanding thoſe who 


u brought him to the fatal Fire of bis Execu- 
ui tioners. 
e Ir can hardly be imagined, that thoſe who 
- omitted every Part of Mr Byng's Letter which 
could offer a Juſtification of his Conduct in the 
Mediterranean, who excited and ſuſtained the 
1 popular Rage againſt him at no ſmall Expence, 
in Vbo laid the inhuman Wagers that he would be 
EY put to Death, would deſert him on the Day of 
Tryal, or "ill his Sentence Was paſt Revoca- 


als tion, 
uy HaPey 105 theſe Men, an | Oath which af 
nay ems, that no undue Influence was obtained over 


(EF the Court-Martial, has been taken by / 
Member of it. 

1 OTHERWISE, would it not be difficult to fe- 

| e how theſe Gentlemen who declare in 
their Sentence, that from the Admiral's being 
void of all Marks of Fear or Confuſion, either 
in Countenance or Behaviour; and from other 
Circumſtances, that they believe him not Guilty 
of Cowardice or Diſaffection, and therefore re- 
commend him to Mercy, ſhould upon Oath af- 
rm, that 1 had no und: ſeovered Reaſons to 
E 1 requeſt 


10 


requeſt the paſſing a Law which leads to Mercy. 
Do not theſe Words, other Circumſtances, imply 
NA in Mr Byng's Favour not yet ſpeci- 
Dos it not appear from the Conduct of ſeve- 
ral of the Court-Martial, that they behaved ra- 
ther as Counſel again the Priſoner, than as it 
is the Duty of Judges, as Counſel for him? 
Is it not irreconcileable alſo, how any Man 
could be miſtaken in a Requeft made by his Bro- 
thers of the Court-Martial, for Liberty of being 
diſengaged from the Obligation of Secrecy in 
their Oath ror adminiſtering Juſtice, and why 
others ſhould till perfiſt in requeſting that Li- 
berty, if there were no ofher Circumſtances to be 
reel ee e eee 
 WaerNce aroſe thoſe Expreſſions, The Di- 
 flreſfſes of their Minds. The Neceſſity of Con- 
diemnation to Death, though for an Error in 
Judgment. For their Conſciences ſake. In 1 
 Fuſtice to the Priſoner. And their earneſt 
Manner of recommending him to his Majeſty's * 
Clemency; unleſs it be from a Conviction of 


his not deſerving Death; Reaſons for which, 


muſt certainly be included in thoſe other Cir- 
cumſtances. ey on 
Ir is to be remarked alſo, that every Que- 


ſtion upon Oath, which might have been an- 
ſwered in the Affirmative, of having been under 


undue Influence, muſt have been an Affidavit 


of Jury in each Man againſt himſelf ; becauſe 


he had ſworn to do Juſtice, in being made a 
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Member of the Court- Martial, and undue Influ- 


ence is incompatible with Yuftice ; this Oath, 
which ought to oblige every Man to aſſent to 


the Truth of, what it contains, and the Citcum- 
ſtances juſt related, affording the moſt paradoxi- 
cal and perplexed View of Things, to free the 


Court-Martial from Imputations which many 


Men have not ſcrupled to lay upon them, and 


to explain how Admiral Byng's Fate appears to 


be ſevere and unmerited ; permit me to analyze 


and examine the Reſolutions of thoſe Judges 
who ſentenced him to Death, declaring at the 
me Time, that the ſame Motives which urged 
5 to alle Mercy, urge me to this Undertak- 

from the Diſtreſs of my Mind, for my Con- 
tence ſake, in Juſtice to the Dead, and farther, 
in in Juſtice to o the 0g allo, 


Reſolutions of the CouRT-MaARTIAL, 


: Unanimouſh. 


' (ron under his Command, from the Time of 


their failing from Sz. Helen's on the 6th of“ 
 4pril, to Pa Time of their Arrival off Minor | 


a on the 19th of May. 
C 2 II. 


Ir does not appear, that 
' ny unneceſſaty Delay was made by Ad- 
' miral Byng, in the Proceedings of the Squa- 
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© Unanimouſly ——IT appears, han upon the 
Fleet's getting Sight of Minorca, on the Morn- 
ing of the 19th of May, the Admiral detached 
three Frigates (the Phenix, Cheſterfield, and 
Dolphin) a-head, with Orders to Captain 
Hervey of the Phenix, to endeavour to land a 
Letter from the Admiral to Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Blakeney, and to make Obſervations of 
what Batteries or Forts the Enemy _ e 
Poſſeſſed of along the Shore. 


* 
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III. 


© Unanimouſly. Ir appears, That thoſe 
Frigates were got a- head of the Fleet and in 
Shore; and the Phenix cloſe to the Lair of 
Mahon, and were endeavouring to execute 1 
thote Orders, 'till they were called off, be- I 
tween Eleven and Twelve o'Clock, by Signal | 
from the Admiral upon Ditcovery of the 
French Fleet 1 in the South . 


FE WM KX „ % M 
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' Dawa It appears, bat the Fleet 
ſtood» towards the Enemy the remaining Patt : 7 
_ © «the Day, with Calms and little . ail f 

+ they tacked in the Evening. | 71 1 
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. Unanimouſly. — [HE CO URT are of 
© Opinton, that the Admiral proceeded properly, 
© upon Diſcovery of the French Fleet to ſtand 
© towards them.” MOTT CO ante ee oy 


WouLD not every one conceive, that this 
Approbation included every Part of the Admi- 
ral's Conduct contained in the preceding Arti- 
cles? But it ſeems by the following it did not; 
for what appears to be All right, is now to 
be found part Wrong. + +: Ty. 


VI. 


Lnanimouſſy.— It Appears, that Major- 
General Stuart, Lord Effingham, and Colo- 
* nel Cornwallis, with about Thirty Officers and 
* {ome Recruits, amounting in the Whole, to 


about One Hundred, belonging to the diffe- 


rent Regiments in Garriſon at St? Philip's; were 
on board the Ships of the Squadron. | 46 


. | 
Tur COURT are of Opinion *, that 


3 


as ſo great a Number of Officers were on 
board the Fleet belonging to the Garriſon of 
' vt Philip's, where they muſt neceſſarily be 


* Twelve Yea's for all the Officers, one for the General and 
Peld- Officers only, . | | 8 8792 


much 


[ 24 ] 
much wanted ; the Admiral ought to have put 
them on board one of the Frigates he ſent a- 
head, in order to have been landed, if found 
practicable ; and if not landed before he ſaw 
the French Fleet, he ought to have left the 
Frigate to have endeavoured to land them, 
notwithſtanding he did ſee the Enemy's 
Fleet. e ; 


R A A A A A 


Pa: 


Tux firſt and moſt ſtriking Remark which 
muſt have been made by every Reader of theſe 
Reſolutions, is, that this Opinion of the Court 1 
concerning the endeavouring to land the Soldiers 
and Officers in the manner they mention, is 
diametrically oppoſite to the Evidence given by '? 
the Witneſſes unanimouſly on the Tryal, Mr. 
Weſt, ſwears, * That in his Opinion, the Gar- 
* rifon of St Philip's was to look on the Eu- 
„ gliſb Fleet at that Time as it's Protection, 
and that any weakening the Force of that 1 
Protection, would have been highly inexcuſe- 
© able. Lord Robert. Bertie, That the 
© hundred Officers and Recruits were of much 
more Seryice on board the Fleet, than they 
©* could have been in the Garriſon.” Colonel 
Smith, © That they would have ſignified very 
little to defend the Caſtle.” Captain James 
Edgar, © That they could not have enabled the 
« Caſtle to hold out any conſiderable Time. 
The three latter are of the Land Service, whoſe, 1 \ 
Profeſſion offers Reaſons to conclude they muſt 24 
underſtand the Defence of a Caſtle better than g"YF 
% 1 
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Tuus the Teſtimony on Oath of Men equal 
to themſelves, at leaſt in Rank, Underſtanding, 
and Service, was diſregarded in favour of the 
private Opinion of the Court, unſupported by 
one Evidence, and in Oppoſition to that of the 
Admiral alſo, though not a Man of them pro- 
bably has ever ſeen a Line of Battle, or com- 
manded at attempting to relieve an inveſted 
place. What could be the Inducement to theic 
giving this Opinion I pretend not to declare, but 
might they not as well have condemned him 
without any Tryal at all, if private Opinion is to 
out weigh unanimous Teſtimony upon Oath ? 
Or can a Man be ſaid to be tryed according to 
Law, who is condemned contrary to Evidence? 
What would be the fatal Conſequence, ſhould 
the Judges of Weſtminſter-Hall and the Jury 
procced in a ſimilar Manner? . 

Bur permit me to lay before you the Reaſons 
which might determine the Admiral to act as he 
dd, when comparing them with what the 
Court-Martial are of Opinion he ought to have 
done, you may then infer on which fide the 
Error of Judgment appears moſt conſpicuous. - 

To ſet this in a proper Light, it muſt be re- 
membered, that the Admiral's Fleet was much 
ulperſed when it firſt came in Sight of Minorca, 
nd that he was obliged to flacken Sail to give 
i opportunity to thoſe Ships which had fallen, 
tern, during the Night, of rejoining him in the 

orning; is it not evident alſo, that the Of- 7 
bers and Recruits were diſperſed over the whole 
er? Was not the whole Squadron advancing 

—_— towards 


E x64] 


towards the Harbour ? Would not the gather⸗ 
ing thoſe Officers and Soldiers from the different 
Ships, have retarded the Progreſs of the whole 
Fleet? Would it then have been the Duty of 
an able Commander to have delayed his Pro- I 
ceeding, by waſting Time in collecting thoſe 
Soldiers from Ship to Ship, and putting them 3 
on board a Frigate, when it is certain, that as 
all the Ships were advancing, the whole Fleet I 
would have been before the Harbour in leſs time 
than the Boats could have collected the Soldiers 

and put them on board the Frigate; after 
which, they would have had the ſame Diſtance 
to fail to come before the Harbour; thus half 
the Time was ſaved by this Conduct of the Ad- 14 
miral? In the mean while alſo, he thought a 
Mlieſſage might have been received from the Ce- + | 
neral, with Advice how to behave in the land- 
ing thoſe few Soldiers, and the particular Boats 
from each Ship reſpectively, might have landed 
them without the double Trouble of carrying 


| 
them to the Frigate, and from thence to the 
Shore; in this way of judging, one half of the” I f 
Labour was ſaved to Crews expecting every} | 
Minute to engage, and who ought to be as fes 
as poſſible from Fatigue, which begets Dejecs [ 
tion of Spirit, apt to ſpread a fatal Contagion ig | 
Military Expeditions. #4 

BksipDks this, ought not the Admiral to knowl | 


in what otate Mr Blakeney was, before he a p 
tempted to land theſe Soldiers, other wile i i 
Number being too few to prolong the Preſerv# m 
tion of the Citadel, might he not have added PW | kr 


e 


the Number of the Captives, and not increaſed 
the Power of Defence, _ 6 Eng 
Hap not the Admiral alſo received the united 
Opinion of the Engineers at Gibraltar, that all 
landing was imnpracticable, which Opinion was 
read, and yet does not appear to be noticed by 
the Court ? Had he not ſufficient Reaſon to con- 
clude that this Opinion was juſt, as did all the 
Othcers both of Land and Sea Service? Could he 
then have juſtified any Proceeding in Oppoſition 
to this Opinion, till he had received Intelligence 
from Mr Blakeney, in what Condition he was, 
and in what Manner he choſe to be aſſiſted ? 
And would not any Miſcarriage, induced by a 
Proceeding contradictory to this Judgment of the 
Engineers, have been equally condemned, as that 
which the Admiral followed, by the ſame Court- 
MARES Goes BO ny 
As to the leaving the Frigate behind, with a 
View to attempt the landing of thoſe Officers and 
Soldiers ; do not the very Evidence on the Tryal, 
prove this would have been ill judged? Were 
not the Men a-board the Frigates, wanted on 
board the Ships of the Line, and accordingly 
J vifributed amongſt them before the Engage- 
nent, to make up their Deficiencies ? Were not 
I the Recraits neceflary for Small- Arms. againſt a 
Hlect ſo ſuperior to the Engliſh in that Reſpect? 
Des it not appear that the, Admiral then in- 
ended, and a 0 propoſed, the Frigate for 
I firclhip ? Did not he canceive, that the A(- 
Uiance of the Frigate might, otherwiſe be neceſ- 
Jy in aiding maimed and diſabled Ships, had 
D the 


1. 
wm + 
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the French tarried to diſpute the Affair to the laſt 
Extremity ? The contrary of which, there could 
be no Reaſon to expect from a ſuperior Force as 
that appeats to be, upon Oath, before the Court. 
Did not he conceive it probable, that this 
Frigate, by being fingle and unſupported, 
might be cut off before ſhe could land her 
Men or join the Fleet, and thus his Squa- 
dron be deprived of her Aſſiſtance, and the Ci- 
tadel of the Land- Officers and Soldiers? Would 
not ſuch an Incident have ſubjected him to a 
more equitable Condemnation, though not to a | 
ſeverer Sentence than what has been paſs'd upon 
him and he has ſuffered? Was it not prudent 
therefore in every - Senſe, and the Duty of a 
Commander in Chief, to preſerve his Strength _ | 
as great as potiible againſt a ſuperior Enemy? 
Eſpecially fince he muſt know, if the Caſtle Y 
was driven to Extremity, a hundred Men 
could not fave it, and if not, and a landing 
was practicable, that it might be accom- 
pliſhed more at eaſe after Victory, when no 
Interruption could arrive from an hoſtile Fleet. 
At that Time then to obtain Conqueſt was his 
chief View, and this he endeavoured to effec- 
tuate. And laſtly, would his doing, as they are 
of Opinion he ought to have done, preſerved | 
Mabone, or obtained him Victory? Do not Rea- 
ſon and Evidence unite to convince you, that ſo 
far the Admiral behaved becoming an expe- 
rienced Commander? In whom then is the 
Error of Judgment to be found? How YI 


1 
the Admiral deſerve Death for ſuch Proceed- 


ing? 


Ir muſt be remarked alſo, that the Opinions 


of the Court- Martial are evidently founded on 
Events which happened 2 and after the En- 
gagement, and not from due Conſideration of 
what might probably happen, and ought to ap- 
pear right to a Commander who was reaſoning 
tom Circumſtances only, which were viſible 
before the Battle; thus might not the very 
Conduct which they condemn, have been thought 
what he ozzght to have done, if he had proceed- 
ed according to what is 70 their Opinion : And 
he been hen ſentenced for doing that which they 
200 approve, had he failed in his Expedition? 


Will not Men who conclude Error in Judgment 


from Want of Succeſs, always condemn thoſe 
who are not victorious. Thus is it not evident 
the Admiral was found guilty, becauſe he was 
rot endowed with Preſcience? a Faculty alike 
precluded from him and the Court, beyond hu- 
man, ang which belongs only to the Deity. 


VIII. 


Unani mou 


Norning of the igth of May, till our 


Fleet weather'd the French about Noon, 


' the 2oth, the Admiral took proper Meaſures 
o gain and keep the Wind of the Enemy, 
and to form and cloſe the Line of Battle. 


D 2 


Ir appears, That from 
the Time of firſt x ſeeing the French Fleet in the 
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IX. 


* Unanimouſly It appears, That the \ Van 
of our Fleet upon the Starboard-tack, ſtretch- 
ed beyond the Rear of the Enemy” s Fleet, 
and that our whole Fleet then tacked all 10. 
gether, by Signal; the Enemy's Fleet lying 
at the ſame Time to Leeward, in a Line of 
Battle a-head, on the Larbowd: tack, un- 
der their Topfails with their Main-toplail 
ſquare, 


_ * Lag A a a A A 


X. 
x * 


© Unanimouſly.-—It appears, That imme- 
diately after our Fleet was about upon the 
Larboard-tack, our Rear was conſiderably fal- 
ther to Windward of the Enemy's Nears than 
our Van was of their Van. . 


N 


Unanimouſiy.— The Court are of Opi- | | 
nion, That when the Britiſh Fleet on he 
F tack were ſtretched a- breaſt, or a- 
bout the Beam of the Enemy's Line, the Ad- 5 
miral ſhould have tacked the Fleet altogetber, 1 
and immediately have conducted it on a direct 
Courſe for the Enemy; the Van ſteering for 
the Enemy's Van, the Rear for their Rear; 
each Ship for her oppoſite Ship in the e. 


5 my s Line, and under ſuch a Sail as no ; | 
have? 


oy my — — ——— 
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; have enabled the worſt failing Ship, under afl 
© her plain Sail, to preſerve her Station. 


IN giying this deni the Court is pleaſed 
to differ in Opinion from the Admiral; firſt, 
the Admiral ſhould have tacked his Fleet al- 
together, when they came a-breaſt of the oppo- 
fte Squadron, and failed on a direct Courſe to- 
wards the Enemy, each Ship againſt her Oppo- 
nent in the Line, and not have. ſuffered the Van 
of his Fleet to have ſtretched beyond the Rear 
of the Enemy's. Secondly, He ſhould have 

one down under ſuch Sail as might have en- 
abled the worſt failing Ship, under all her plain 
Sail, to preſerve her Station. 

Tux Firſt being Matter of Opinion, let us exa- 
mine on which fide the Error of Judgment; is 
likely to appear to indifferent Eyes. 

| BELIEVE the Court-Martial will allow, that 
in attacking an Enemy, it is the Duty of a Com- 
mander, by his Diſpoſition, to preſerve his Force 
s much as 'poflible from the Injury of the Ene- 
my's Fire, and at the ſame Time to exert his 
utmoſt to annoy them. 

TuaT expoſing Ships to be raked when it 
an be avoided, would be ccunipa! Conduct: in a 
Naval Comm 0 

Ir the Admiral had tacked; as as the Os think 
be ſhould have done, when he came a-breaſt of 
tne French Fleet, and commanded every Ship 
o ſteer a dire Courſe for her Antagoniſt, muſt 
not he manifeſtly have been guilty of expoſing 
a Fleet to the greateſt Injury, rendered it ju 

able 
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able to annoy his Enemies, and ſuffered the 
whole Squadron to be raked from all the Broad- 


fides of the French Line. I 
Every Ship of the French was lying-to to 
receive him, with her Broadſide full towards 
the Enemy, and every Cannon in it to be point. 
ed on the Engliſh Line; would not this then 
have expoſed the Engliſh to the greateſt Injury 
which could have been received from the French | 
Fire? If every Engliſb Ship had gone down in 


a direct Courſe, with her Head full againſt the | 
Broadfide of the Enemy, would it not have ren- 1 
dered her the leaſt capable of diſtreſſing her An- 


tagoniſt? Thus thirty Cannon, for Example in 
a Sixty Gun French Ship, would have been fir- 

ing all the Time the Eng/z/ were coming down, 

againſt four of the Engliſb, which might have 


been in the Bow, and all the reſt rendered uſe- 


leſs; and 1n this. Manner the Engliſh Fleet 


would all that Time have been raked, and thoſe 
two Daties of an Admiral juſt mentioned, and } 
undeniably neceſſary, would have been totally 7 
neglected; it is remarkable alſo, that the Intre- 


hid ſuffered by putting before the Wind, and 


by being raked in this Manner. 1 
Bock then being the Errors his of Pro- 4 


ceeding according to the Opinion of the Court- 


Martial, did not the Admiral act becoming a a 
{ſkillful Commander in proceeding as he did? 
By extending his Line beyond the Enemy's | 
before he tacked, he avoided the going down in 


4 diref} FONG, and, in See of being 


raked; 


bus 11 ﬀy mts oP * * 
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Enemy, he brought his Broadfide to bear on the 


Enemy's Ships, and thus kept himſelf the Jeff 
liable to be zujured by, and the moſt likely to 


diſtreſs his Enemy. | 


ON which fide ſeems the Error of Judgment 


to lie in this Particular. © 
The ſecond Part of this Reſolution is, That 


the Admiral ought to have gone down under 


loch a Sail as might have enabled the worſt ſail- 
ing Ship, under all her plain Sail, to preſerve her 
Station. N | 7 


Tx1s then again, is no more than Matter of 


Opinion ; it ſeems the Admiral, ſupported by 
the Judgment of Ruſſel and Rooke, and others of 
greateſt Experience, preferred going down with- 
out hurry, under a Crowd of Sail, that the 
Crews might be undiſturbed in the Manage- 
ment of their Guns and Military Duties of Sea- 
men, 

Thus Ruſſel and Rooke muſt have been con- 
demned by the ſame Court-Martial, upon the 
ame Evidence, for Succeſs does not prove that 


Men do the utmoſt, any more than a Defeat 


proves they act wrong. It is to be obſerved, that 
this Reſolution of the Court alſo ariſes from 
ſomething which they have learnt ſince the Bat- 
tle, and not what could have been diſcovered in 


It; the Reaſon for making more fail, if there be 
y, can be founded on nothing but that the 
French, which were lying-to, made ſail and 


bore away, before the Admiral came as cloſe as 
be intended to Engage them. Do you then ima- 
b * e Sine, 


ccd; and by failing in a ſlanting Courſe to the 


| 
1 
ia 
1 
% 
* 

9 
i 
3 
1 

* 

I.! 

1 

Tn 
' | 
* 
1146 
it 
1 
i 
[ 
: 
| 
5 { 
: 
, 
U 
3 
* 
: 
' 
J 
t 
. 
1 
' 
1 
| 
pl 
: 
: 
v 
, 
' 
1 
l 
L 
'T 
4 
y 1 
10 
1 i 
} 
oy 
[7 
1 
9 
i 
1 
4 
tr 
Lf 

: 
it 

2 

} 
| 
z 


— — 
— - —_ 


— #0 | 
gine, if the French Fleet had tarried to diſpute ? 
the Day, that the Admiral would have been 
thought criminal in not going down with all the 
Sail, which the Court now think neceſſary, eſ- 
pecially fince by adding all he could, it was not 
in his Power to have been within point blank 
Shot five Minutes ſooner than he would have 
been by the Method he purſued ? Nay, would it 
not have been a more equitable Reaſon for con- 
demning his Conduct, had the fame Accidents | 
happened under a Crowd of Sail, which hap- 
pened as he did go down; and would that very |! 
Crowd of Sail have been omitted as a Charge a- 
aint him, dy the ht: MY 

Tus this Reſolution can be founded on no- 
thing but the French declining the Engagement, 
which Mr Byng could never, by Reaſon, be in- 
duced to think they would, and thus is he not 
ſentenced, and has he not ſuffered Death, for 
not knowing what the Enemy would do? I 

BesIDes this, is it not apparent that the Court 
pronounced this Reſolution in Contradiction to 
Evidence, as well as to the Reaſons abovemen- F 
tioned ? Captain Gardiner depoſes on Oath, 
That © going down with the Sail the Admira! 
went, was the regular Method. That he could 
not have cloſed the Enemy by more Sail ſooner. 1 
e than in the Way he went. That the Rear 
© took a proper Method of coming down to 
e the Enemy, both as to the Courſe he ſteeredy. 
and the Sail he carried.” And in this, all in# 
Officers on board the Ramillies unite, Was nos JF; 
then this unhappy Man ſentenced for not a : 
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cuting Inpalſibilities, ſince no Sail could have 
brought him ſooner to the Enemy ? And in di- 
're& Contradiction to Evidence on Oath, 


i 


Unani mouſiy. lt appears, That ſoon after 
© the Fleet was upon the Larboard-tack, the 
Admiral made Signals for leading two Points 
© to Starboard, which brought the Wind upon 
or a-baft the Beam, and the Ships continued 
© that Courſe, nearly a-head of each other, till 
© the Admiral made the Signal for Battle. 


XIII. 
4 LUnanimoiſſy.— lt appears, That the Ad- 
miral made the Signal for Battle, about twenty 
t Minutes after Two o' Clock. 
; XIV, 
t 


0 Y © Vnanimoufly——lIt appears, That at the 
Time the Signal was made for Battle, the 
Hench Fleet were till lying to Leeward, with 
their Maintop-fails ſquare, as before men- 
and that our Van was conſiderably nearer the 
Ian, than our Rear was to their Rear.“ 


I !* it appears the French Fleet were lying-to, 

why did the Court come to the Reſolution, that 

tz Adniiral ought to have carried more Sail? Is 

I conſentaneous to Naval Knowledge, to attack 
ene Was Itty 
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# Enemy under a Crowd of Sail, and employ 
more Hands in getting it in at the Moment of 
a cloſe Engagement: Would not a Maſt or 
Yard carried away with all the Sail upon it, 


have been more diſaſtrous than either of theſe 


without Sail? Are twenty Minutes delay under 
theſe Circumſtances, when the Enemy was ly- 
ing-to to receive the Engliſb, a Crime deſerving 
Death? Or could leſs then Preſcience have fore- 


ſeen, that a ſuperior Force would have declined 1 


Battle ? Is it not too manifeſt, that all the Ad- 
miral did, is conſtrued into Crime; what he did 
not, deemed to have been his Duty to have done, 


and that the Sentence pronounced, is the direct 


Echo of the Charge againſt him? 


XV. 


© Unanimouſly. 


Van Diviſion bore down properly for the Ships 


© oppoſed to them in the Enemy's Line, and 
© engaged them, till the five headmoſt Ships of 
* the Enemy went away to Leeward, out of 4 


© Gun ſhot.” | 


As far then as to the Conduct of the Van, the 

Admiral behaved well in his Command and drove 
the Enemy; and it muſt be again recalled be- 
fore your Eyes, that the Rear behaved well alſo 
according to Evidence, as will be teen more 
clearly in a few Minutes, 


It appears, That upon the 0 
_ © Signal being made for Battle, the Ships of our 
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XVI, 


It appears, That the ſtern- 


© Unanimouſly. 
molt Ship of our Van Diviſion, the Intrepid, 
having hauled up and engaged about ten Mi- 
© nutes, Or a Quarter of an Hour, loſt her Fore- 
© top-maſt, a little before Three o'Clock,” _ 


Fe, 


Was not this Accident owing to diſobeying 
Signals, going down before the Wind, and be- 


ing raked, contrary to the Signal for ſeading two 


Points to Starboard, or going down flanting, as- 


cid all the other Ships of the Van? Nay, have 


not the Court, in the 15th Reſolution, by ſay- 
ing, The Ships of the Van Diviſion bore 
down properly” | which Ships, if they went 


down according to Signal, went /lantzng to the 
Enemy,] contradicted the'gth Reſolution, which 
condemns the Admiral for doing the ſame Thing, 


and ſays, That he ought to have ſteered a direct 


Courſe to the Enemy. How can a Man eſcape 
ach Judgment | 
XVII. 


c Unanimouſly. It appears, That the Re- 


venge, the headmoſt Ship of the Rear Divi- 
' lon bore down (after the Ships of the Van 
| bore down) for the Ship oppoſed to her in the 


' Enemy's Line, and that ſhe brought up upon 
' tne Weather Quarter of the Intrepid, upon 


the Intrepid's Foretop-maſt going away; and 
= o 2} --- 0 that 
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© that ſhe quickly afterwards, upon the Intre- 
* pid's ſetting her Fore- ſail, bore down upon the | 
© Intrepid's Lee Quarter and brought up there. 


XVIII. 


* Unanimouſly.——lIt appears, That upon the 1 
Signal being made for Battle, and the van 
putting before the Wind, the Admiral, in the 
* Ramillies, edged away ſome Points, and the 
* Trident and Princeſs Louiſa thereby becoming 
* to windward of him, the Admiral thereupon 
hauled up his Fore- ſail, backed his Mizen- 
top-ſail, and endeavoured to back his Main- 
top- ſail, to allow of their getting into their Sta- 
tions, and continued in that Situation for five, 
ſix, or ſeven Minutes. N 


ta M A a 


XIX. 


It is the Opinion of the 


© Unanmouſly.— 4 
Court, that the Admiral after the Signal was 


© made for Battle, ſeparated the Rear from the I 


© Van Diviſion, and retarded the Rear Diviſion 


© of the Britiſh Fleet from cloſing with, and 
© engaging the Enemy by his ſhortning Sail, 
* by hauling up his Fore-ſail, backing his 
© Mizen-top-fail, in order that the Trident and 


* 


* Princeſs Louiſa might get a- head again of the | 
* Ramillies, eee 


Is it not impoflible to avoid remarking what 
little Attention is given to Evidenge in this PRE: 13 


| 29 ] 
and through the whole Tryal? This Reſolution 
cannot but appear very extraordinary in the 
Eyes of all Men. It is reſolved, that the Ad- 
miral ſlackened Sail before he was interrupted by 
the Trident, and this Reſolution is taken upon 
the Evidence of one Man, in direct Contradic- 
tion of more than Twenty, who unanimouſly 
{wore he never ſhortened Sail, till the Revenge, 
which according to the Signal then flying, and 
to the 24th Article of additional fighting In- 
ſtructions, ſhould have proceeded a-head to cloſe 
the Line of Battle, brought firſt up upon the 
Weather-quarter of the Intrepid, and afterwards 
upon the Lee-quarter. A 

Ir muſt be remarked alſo, that this Circum- 
ſtance of ſhortning Sail before the Impediment 
of the Trident, proceeds not from Matter of 
0þ:1:0n, whether he ſhould or ſhould not have 
done it, but a Matter of Fact, whether he did 
or did not, and that he did not, there are twenty 
Evidences againſt one, the Depoſition of each 
Man being in Juſtice alike to be believed with [| 
| FF fich other; was it according to the Rules of NR 
aw or Equity, to prefer a fingle Teſtimony a- 
| FF gainſta Fellow-Creature, in direct Oppoſition to 

mwenty times the Weight of Evidence in his 
Favour ? Who then can be acquitted, if the 
united Oaths of Twenty, all Men equally de- 1 
eving Credit, are poſtponed to the Evidence 1 
oa ſingle Oath ? Who can eſcape the Sentence i 
Ic Condemnation from ſuch Tribunals, thus | 
t Ling contrary to twenty Depoſitions in favour | | 
19 if one? And was not the Admiral condemned 
a i 15 1 SR for 
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N 
for having broke the Line, which Breach was 
occaſioned by the Revenge? 1 


1 


* Unanimouſly. It is the Opinion of the 
Court, that inſtead of ſhortning Sail, the Ad- 
miral ought to have made the Trident's and 
Princeſs Louiſa's Signals to make more Sail; 
and that he ought ailo to have ſet ſo much 
Sail himſelf, as world have enabled the C/. 
aden (the worlt ſailing Ship in his Diviſion) to 
have kept her Station with all her plain Sail 
ſet, in order to have got down with as much 
Expedition as poſſible to the Enemy, and 
thereby have properly ſupported the Van Di- 


Vilion. 
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I has appeared already by the Oath of Cap- 
tain Gardiner, and all the then Officers on board } 
the Ramillies, the Admiral could not have cloſed } 
the Enemy ſooner by carrying more Sail; Lieu- 
tenant James Worth, firit Lieutenant of the 
CULLODEN, depoſes alſo, That if the 
Admiral had made all the Sail he could, that 1s, 
adding top-gallant Sails only, to what he carried 
before, he muſt have left the Culloden behind, 
and have had the Fire of the French Rear upon 
himſelf alone; hence is it not evident Mr byng 1 
did what he is ſentenced for not doing, that “, 
he carried as much Sail as enabled the CUL- 
 LODEN to keep her Station? Would not car- 
rying additional Sail, have dividgd him from the 

' Culloden |} 
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Culleden and Kingſton in the Rear, and broke the 
prevent him from preſerving the Line a-head ? 


ing broken the Line, where it was 2mpoſ/tble for 
him to have pre, eferved it; and for not breakin 

ne Line, where he muſt have broke it, had he 
carried more Sail and conducted himſelf accord- 


WovLD it not be difficult alſo, to aſſign 
what Damage the Engliſb Fleet received from 
this Delay of five, /ix, or ſeven Minutes, or 
what Crime could have been imputed to the 


away? Thus, is not this Opinion alſo found by 
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culties above Mortal. 
Having faid thus much, let us ſee if the 


luppoling Things to have been according to the 
Depoſition of one, againſt that of twenty, is 


flence. 


d Tun Signal for a Line - Battle, Half a Cable's 


. length a-head, was till flying; the Revenge 


\n dad declined proceeding to join the Captain, by 


121 trying with the Intrepid, ben Di- 


b. lirels; could the Admiral then, who was the 


L mird Ship from the Revenge, and in due Station 


ir. dich that a-head and that a-ſtern, be ſaid to 
he | ure broke the Line of Battle? Does not the 


den | 24th 


Line? Did not the Trident and other Ships 


Thus is he not condemned at one Time for hav- 


ing to the Opinion of the Court? Hard alternative. 


Admiral, had the French Squadron not borne 


by the Court upon Circumſtances, which no 
human Creature conld foreſee, and he Admiral 
condemned becauſe he 1s not endowed with Fa- 


aumiral's Opinion, or this of the Court-Martial, 


moſt agreeable with Reaſon and Naval Expe- 
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24th Article expreſs, That a Ship ought to keep 
in her Station in the Line, and cloſe up the | 
Rear ? Did not the Revenge, by tarrying under | 
the Lee-Quarter of the Intrepid, quit her Sta- 
tion, and negle& cloſing up the Line? Is not | 
the Duty of every Ship to regulate her Motions 
according to Signal, which was ſtill flying, for 
a Line of Battle, at half a Cable's Length? And 
how could this be obſerved, if any Ship tarried } 
by another, and did not proceed according to 
Orders? Can then the commanding Officer be 
chargeable with an Omiſſion, when it is the 
Duty of every Ship to obey Signals? If any one 
neglects it, are Commanders in Chief obliged to 
regulate their Motions by thoſe of Officers in } 
Subjection to them, or thoſe Officers implicitly 1 
to obey the Signals of their Superior? If they did 


not, can the Admiral be anſwerable for Events 


without ſuch Obedience? Is it not their Duty to 
conſider him as the Standard by which all the in- 
ferior Officers are to be governed? Would not 
Confuſion be the inevitable Conſequence of all 
attempting the ſame Thing, without one being 
_ conſidered to be the fixt Rule for all the infe- 


rior Commanders to obſerve and direct them- | 


ſelves by? Would the Admiral then have acted 
like an able Commander, to have governed him- 
ſelf by the Motions of his Inferiors ? Was there 
ever, till this Tryal, an Inſtance of an Admi- } 
ral's being blamed for being out of his Line, ora 
commanding Officer condemned for not obeying 1 

the Motions of thoſe ſubjected to his Orders? 
Nay, was it not the Duty of the Van to have 
Pe ONO ROY ſhortned 4 
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nortned Sail, when they ſaw the Intrepid fo far 
a-ſtern, rather than the Admiral to have in- 
creaſed his to preſerve the Line of Battle? 


Would not the Admiral, who was four Ships 


from the Breach, by making the Signal of car- 
rying more Sail to the Trident and Louiſa, have 
loſt five, fix, or ſeven Minutes, the Time which 
compleated the reinſtating the Ships, and re- 
ſtoring the Line, and then muſt they not have 
been allowed Time to cloſe up the Line? Would 
not he alſo, by carrying more Sail himſelf, have 
paſſed by the Trident and Louiſa, excluded them 
their Stations, and broke the Line between him 
and the Culloden, which it has been ſworn could 
not have kept her Station, if the Admiral carried 
more Sail? Could this Miſtake, then, have been 
remedied, and the Ships reſtored to their Sta- 

tions, by any other Method than by backing 
again after having ſet more Sail? Would not 
lach a Proceeding have loſt more Time than ſe- 
ven Minutes? Fatal Minntes! Was not the Ad- 
miral juſtified by Reaſon as well as Oath in what 
he did? And would he have found more Juſtifi- 


ation, if, by making more Sail, he had broke the 


Line with the Culloden, and excluded the Tri- 
tent and Louiſa from the Line? Where. does 
the Error of Judgment ſeem to reſt in this In- 
tance ? HIE 8 1 

appears alſo, from the Teſtimony of Mr 
Meſt, that the Admiral expieſſed Diſſatisfaction 
with ſome of the Captains in his Diviſion; that 
Ma Converſation of forming into three Divi- 
lions, the Admiral faid, he knew not whom 
F „ to 


34 
to truſt with the thicd ; and that the Admiral 
at leaſt was convinced that his Orders were not 
duly put in Execution. 


XXI. 


* Unanimouſly,——lIt appears that the Admi- - 
ral, after ſhortening Sail as beforementioned, 
again ſet his Fore-ſail and filled his Top-fails, 
and ſteered with the Wind abaft the Beam, 
a ſlanting Courſe towards the Enemy under } 
that ſail, until about three o'Clock, when 
the People in the Ramillies began to fire with- 
out Orders, at too great a Diſtance for enga- 
ging; but the Fire was continued by the Ad- 
J Tx 
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IT appears alſo from this Reſolution, even in 
preferring the Evidence of one Man to twenty, } 
that the broken Line was reſtored, and the Ad- } 
miral had only loſt ſeven Minutes, becauſe he 
was going down with all his Ships regularly after 

that Delay. Is then ſuch a Delay, proved only 
by one againſt twenty, to become alſo a Cauſe of 
Death? Was an Admiral to b, doomed to be 
ſhot for an Error, ſuppoſing it exiſted, which 
was recovered in ſeven Minutes, and no Injury 
done by it to the Fleet he commanded ? Does 
it not plainly appear, that the Reſolutions ſeem 
to be founded on a Preſumption, that a Com- 
mander in Chief ought to be infallible, rather 
than conſidered as Man; the moſt conſummate- 
ly excellent of which muſt be ee” 
. | ; F e akes; 
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ſtakes; and probably no Victory, however fi ig 
nal, but would have ſubjected the Commander 


to equal Cenſure with Mr Byng, becauſe no 
Admiral may ever have done the utmoſt which 


might have been done, and therefore, like him, 


he falls under the Cenſure of the XIIth Article 
of War, and equally merits the ſame Sentence. 


XXII. 


4 Unanimouſly. I appears, that ſome little 


Time before this firing began in the Ramillies, 
' the Princeſs Louiſa was ſeen from the Ramil- 


lies, flung up in the Wind with her Top-fails 
, ſhaking, and the Trident paſſing her to Lee- 


* ward; the Trident being then a little upon the 
F Weather-bow of the Ramillies, and that the 
© Revenge had been allo ſeen to bring- to under 
the Intrepid's Le- quarter. 


WHAT cond determine the Court to the 


Y Reſolution of ſaying the Princeſs Louiſa was 
(een from the Ramillies, flung up in the Wind, 
and the Trident paſſing to Leeward, before he 
fring begun fgom the Families, 1s beyond my 


Power of comprehending. 


Su RE I am, that from the unanimous Evi- 


dence of Captain Gardiner, Lord Robert Bertie, 


Colonel Smith, Captain William Gough (then 
Lieutenant), Lieutenants Wandby, Hamilton, 


and Waterſule; Joſepb Belvaird, Maſter ; Fo- 
Jeph Tatwell, Lancelot Holmes, James Norman, 
Henry Bellew, Rodney ie Midſhipmen, and 


2 Jaſeph 
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CY 
Feſeph Lee, Gunner, all on board the Rani! 
lies, it appears, chat the Trident and Louiſa 
were fir/t ſeen in the Situations mentioned in te 
laſt Reſolution, affer the fiting began on board |} 
the Ramillies; and from no Evidence on board ? 
| the Ramillies can it be inferred, that they were 
ſeen before firing ; and it is impoſlible that any 
Witneſs who was on board any other Ship, can 
know what was ſeen from the Ramillies, and 

none that I can find has ever ſaid he did. 
HRE then is a Reſolution of Matter of 
Fa#, contrary to unanimous Evidence; a Re- 
ſolution, which muſt naturally have borne hard 
on the Admiral, becauſe the Court might pro- 
bably imagine, that, by ſeeing the Trident and 
Louiſa in "theſe Stations before firing, the Ad- 
miral might have ſteered clear of them, and | 
ought not to have fired till be knew himſelf } 
clear. Where then is the Difference between 
condemning without Evidence, and contrary to 
Evidence? Or what Man can eſcape Deam 
| where fuch Reſolutions are made 5 4 


fy XXIII. 


== 8 0 It appears, that when the 7 
25 firing had been . a little while in the 

FKamilies, an Alarm was given of a Ship being | 
cloſe under her Lee-bow, imagined to be one 
of our Ships, and which proved to be the Tri- 
dent; that upon this Alarm, the Admiral im- „ | 
mediately ordered the Helm to be put a-Lee, Y 


the F orefall halled up, and the * ails to e 
© backed, | 
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backed, and firing to ceaſe till the Men ſhould 
© ſee French Colours, and made the Signal for 
© the Fleet to brace-to, the Rear to brace firſt, in 
© order that the Ships a-Stern might not run on 
© board him; but to prevent this Signal taking 
Effect upon the Ships a-head, he ordered it to 
© be halled down in a very few Minutes, and 
© cauſed the Signal to be hoiſted for the F leet to 
F fill ny ſtand on, the Van to fill firſt, 


XXIV. 


© Unanimouſly. It appears, that the Prin- 
ceſs Louiſa was alſo ſeen about the ſame Time, 

with her Main- top-ſail ſhivering, or a-back | 

upon the Weather Bor of the Ramilies. 


XXV. 


UDianimouſiy. 


TT vile the Ramillies was firing, in going down, 


the Ramillies, proved an Impediment to the 
© | Kamullzes contumung to go down,” 


e Hex then, but for one Evidence againſt 

e | oenty, the Court muſt, if they had reſolved 

g cording to Evidence, have unanimouſly WW 

e Ft this was the firſt Time the Admiral ſhorte= , 
- Sail, and then that he was under Necefſity 

- e doing | it, from-the Interruption of Ihe, Louiſa 

e, ad other Ships, * . 

„ == : XXVI. 
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The Court are of Opinion, 
' the Trident, and Ships immediately a-head of 
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XXVI. 


Unanimouſſy.— The Court are of Opinion, | 
that the Admiral ated wrong, in directing 
the firing of the Ramillies to be continued, 
before he had placed her at a proper Diſtance I 
from the Enemy; as he thereby not only 
threw away Shot uſeleſſly, but occaſioned a a 
Smoke, which prevented his ſeeing the Mo- 
tions of the Enemy, and the Poſition of the 
Ships immediately a-head of the Ramillies,” Þ 


I 
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Tux Singularity of this Reſolution can never 
eſcape your Obſervation : Could the Admiral 
act wrong in continuing to fire at a Ship whoſe 1 

Shot reached him? Was the Ardor of the Sai- 


lors to be checked, who had once began firing? 


Does not Captain Durell, and ſome others, 
ſwear they thought her within point- blank Shot; 
which, though perhaps not perfectly ſo, ſnews 
ſhe muſt be very near it, and always ſuppoſed 
to be half Gun-ſhot ? Does it not appear, after 
the infinite Clamour of his Enemies, that he 
was as near as any Ship of the Line to the Ene- 
my ? But what is yet more remarkable, though ? 


| Captain Hervey (wears, that | he, and the Offi- | 


cers on board the Phenix, concluded, that the 
Fire of the Ramillies had carried away the 
Main- top-ſail- yard, the Court ſentence the Ad- 
miral to Death for throwing away his Shot. 
Did they think the French Veſſel, which diſ- 
maſted the Intrepid, threw away her 5 too a 
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Would a French Court-Martial have judged in 
that Manner? 

The next ſingular Cauſe for Condemnation is 
that in firing, by which the Enemy received the 
ſole viſible Injury, he occaſioned a Smoke ; this 
one would imagine was an Offence that could 
not juſtly be imputed to the Admiral, unleſs he 
could have fired without making a Smoke, would 
not the Smoke have equally impeded his ſeeing 
the Motions of the Enemy, and the Poſition of 
his Ships at a Piſtol- ſhot from their Line, as it 


did at that Diſtance ? was the Admiral then, if 


he had been at Piſtol-ſhot Diſtance, to have 
ſtopped all firing, unleſs he could have done it 
without occaſioning a Smoke ; and, in Fact, was 
not this occaſioning a Smoke, a well judged Thing 
to prevent the French Ships from ſeeing preciſely 
his Situation in coming down, and pointing their 
whole Broadſides with Certainty to the Place 
where he would otherwiſe have been ſeen; and 
does not this Condemnation alſo ariſe from the 
Admiral's not being endowed with infallible 
Foreſight, and not knowing the Trident and 
otbets would be in his Way? Or does it ſpring 
from Events which the Court has known fince 


- | the Engagement, and which the Admiral would 


have been inexcuſable to expect, or to have 
conducted himſelf by in Time of Batile? 


xxvn. 


© Unanimouſly, —It appears, that ſhortly 
After the halling up, upon the Ramilies ceafing 
BE: 15 89285 1 
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* to fire, the Center and Rear of the French 
Fleet had filled their Maintop- ſails and ſet their 
© Fore-fails. e 


XxxvII 


- © Unanimouſly It appears, that when the 
Smoke cleared up, upon the Ramilies ceaſing to | 
* fire, the Center and Rear of the French Fleet 
© had filled their Maintop-ſails and ſet their 
J * 


XXIX. 


© Unantimoitfly It appears, that the French 
Center and Rear ſtood on, and as they came 
© near the then three ſternmoſt Ships of our Van, 
gave them their Fire; that ſome Shot fell 


and then the French edged away to join 
their own Van to Leeward.” 5 Y 


ERS YT OO | 


According to the Rules of War, whoever de- 
ſerts the Field of Battle, and returns to it no 
more has loſt a Victory, and whoever keeps the 
Field has obtained one; the Admiral then by the 
Reſolution of the Court is condemned to Death 
for getting a Victory, unleſs, which ſeems to 
be the Caſe, he is condemned, becauſe be had 
not Power over his Enemies to keep them longef 

to an Engagement. 


| ſhort, and ſome did the Defiance Damage, 
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XXX. 


© Unanimouſly, It appears, that from the 
Time the Admiral firſt halled up his Fore-fail 
and backed his Top-fails, to get clear of the 
* Trident, to the Time of his filling his Top- 
* fails, and ſetting his Fore-fail again, was about 
; * twenty Minutes,” 
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Tavs, then, this Delay, imagined to be fo 
fatal to the Preſervation of Mahon and the Ho- 
nour of England, conſiſted of TY ENTY 
Minutes, and which muſt have paſſed unob- 
ſerved, if the French had tarried for a cloſe En- 
gagement. Did ſuch a Delay deſerve Death ? 
Certainly it muſt be owned, that every Minute 


Namirgls 
XXXI. 


© Unanimouſly.———Tt appears that about the 


e- | | Time of the Admiral's filling, he made the 
no f Signal for the Rear of the Fleet to make more 


he ail and cloſe the Line; cauſed the Princeſs 
he ll ' Louiſa and Trident to be hailed, to make Sail 


| Intrepid” s place in the Line, and the Che/terfield 
to take Care of the Intrepid, and ſtanding to- 


has been ſtrictly brought to the Account of the 


th into their Stations; and then ſetting his Main- 
"WW Gil-jibb and Stay-fails, paſſed to Leeward of 
' the £ntrepid, ordered the Deptford to take the 


1 wards | 
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wards our Van, joined them a little after {ye 
in the Evening. ; 
X XXII. 


© Unanimouſly. The Court are of Opi- A 


nion, that after the Ships, which had received 
Damage in that Action, were as much refit- | 
ted as Circumſtances would permit, the Ad. 
miral ought to have returned with the Squa- , 
© dron off 57 Philip's, and have endeavoured io 
open a Communication wich that Caſtle, and 
1 to have uſed every Means in his Power for 

© it's Relief before he returned to Gibraltar 


[ 
' 
wn 
f 
| 


HENCE it evidently appears, that the Reſolu- 
tions agree, the Admiral ſet more Sail when the 
French bote away; an Evidence depoſes, that 
he expreſſed his Concern for not having ore 
Ships to chaſe this Fleet, the so E Cauſe of his 
Miſcarriage; and that the Line was again cloſed 
in the moſt expeditious Manner by the Debt ford, 
I and the Intrepid taken Care of by the Cheſter- 
] Feld. This paſſes without Approbation; and 

then he is condemned for not returning off of 
St Philip's, Here, again, the private Opinion 
of thirteen is put in Oppoſition to the unaniy 
mous Teſtimony of every Evidence on the 
Tryal on that Particular, againſt the Opiniol 
of a Council of War, conſiſting of eighteen des | 
and Land Officers, who unanimouſly reſolve 
| that an Attack on the French Fleet gave 10 
| | Proſpect of relieving Mincrca ; that the bre' | 


eben. This Circumſtance, then, ſince Opi- 
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Fleet could not raiſe the Siege, if there was no 
French Fleet off Minorca, All this weighs no- 
thing the Evidence is diſregarded ; the Coun- 
it of War not mentioned, though the Minutes 
were read to the Court. 

Might not one have expected, in Caſe of Life 
and Death, Men might have paid {ome Regard 
to Oath 6d other Mens Opinions ; ſome ſupe- 
rior in Rank, and all equal in Underſtanding, 
to themſelves. However, let us ſee whether 
the Reaſon of the Thing can weigh in F. avour. 
of this Opinion. 

FlksT of all, by the Evidence of Mr Welt 
and others, the French Fleet appears to be ſupe- 
rior to the Engliſh; and the Liſt of both have 
fnce proved the French in Weight of Metal and 
Number of ſmall Arms as three to two, which 
one can hardly conceive the Court-Martial have 
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2150 18 preferred to Oath, might 7 weighed 
bmething in Mr Byng's Favour. On the con- 
tary, he is e- e, to Death for not going 
bick to fight the French Fleet, after four, on 
5 are ſworn to be rendered unfit for a ſe- 
ond Action, not to be repaired at Sea, the In- 
rid towed under Jury-Maſts, and the Port- 
d unfit for Service; and this proved by the 
Condition the Fleet was in, by exact Liits of 
lhe Damage done to each, and the Crews very 
ly By what Means ld they have te- | 
ed the Caſtle ? Were not the French Ships 2 
between them and Mahon ? Could eight inferior 
Ws have beaten twelve ſuperior ones? Is it 


Xs the 
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the Duty of an Admiral to deſtroy his Maſter's 


Ships and Subjects, where no Advantage is to be = 


expected even by Succeſs? Can it then be his 
Duty, where a Defeat muſt, according to all 
that has been known and tranſacted between the 
Fleets of France and England be reckoned the 
Conſequence of it? Muſt human Prudence be 
excluded from the Conduct of, and Raſhneſss 
be the univerſal Rule to be obſerved by, a Com- 


mander? And muſt he have added the Lok of MW 
the Enghjh Fleet to that of Minorca, If then 


the Admiral deſerved Death for not returning off 
Mahon, have not the Court condemned the 
whole Council of War to the fame Sentence? 
For certainly, if Mahon was to be relieved by 1 
this return, all the Council are equally criminal 
who figned againſt it, and deſerve the fame 
Fate, But if the Council were right in their 


- Judgments, then will it not follow, that the 
Admiral was put to Death wrongfully? You will 


decide on which fide the Error of Judgment } 
moſt manifeſtly appears, either in the Council or 
the Core. = * 


XXXII. 


© Unanimoufly—The Court are of Opinion, 
s that Admiral Byng did not do his utmoſt t. 
© relieve S? Philip's Caſtle, in the Iſland of } 
* Minorca, then beſieged by the Forces of the | 


- 


| French King. 'I 
+ XXXIV, | 


- 

+ f 
25 
* 
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XXXIV. 


© Unanimouſly, — The Court are of Opinion, 
That Admiral Byng, during the Engagement 


between his Majeſty's Fleet under his Com- 


* mand, and the Fleet of the French King on 
© on the 20th of May laſt, did not do his utmoſt 
* to take, ſeize, and deſtroy the Ships of the 
© French King, which it was his Duty to have 


2 engaged ; and to aſſiſt ſuch of his Majeſty's 


* Ships as were engaged in Fight with the 
French Ships, which it was his Duty to have 


« afliſted.”? 


In theſe Reſolutions, it is manifeſt the whole 
Streſs lies on the Words, His utmoſt, and does it 
not appear that the Word atmoſt muſt mean 
here either according to their Opinion, or the 


not which human Powers are capable of 


doing; if according to the Firſt, what weight 
bought to be paid to the Opinion of Men who re- 


ſolve directly oppoſite to Evidence on Oath, and 


in Contradiction to a ſuperior Number of Offi- 
cers who deſerve equally to be believed with 
themſelves? If according to the latter, then is 


not the Admiral condemned becauſe the Al- 


mighty did not endow him with all the Facul- 
ties of human Nature in Perfection; thus does 
not this Reflection fall upon Providence itſelf as 
well as on Mr Byng? Or how can an Admiral be 
condemned for not doing his utmoſt, who loſt 


no Time in ſeeking the Enemy, and re-inſtat- 


ing 
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ing the Accidents which unhappily intervened. 
which delayed him only twenty Minutes, and 
that likewiſe, according to the Court, by Means 
which he could not prevent; could any Admi- 
ral have engaged the French, ſince the Court have 
given their Opinion the French did not ſtay to 
be engaged, or can he be faid 70f to have en- 
gaged, who brought down the Main-top-ſail 1 
Yard of the Ship with which he tought ; ſhould } 
any Admiral have followed the French Fleet 
when it appears upon Oath, that four of his 
| Ships were not fit to give Chaſe ? Could he have 
* overiaken a Fleet which out- ſailed him fo re- 
markably as ic is depoſed on Oath this did; or if 
he had attempted it, muſt not he have left his 
cripled and worſt failing Ships ſo far behind 

that the French, the Engliſh Fleet being far 
divided from each other, might have engaged | 

two, three, or more againſt one, and thus have 

_ eaſily deſtroyed the whole Engliſb Squadron ? \ . 
Where lies the Error of Judgment in this 


allo?-:-- | 
| XXXV. 
© Unanimouſly ——lIt appears by the Evi- 
© dence of Lord Robert Bertie, Lieutenant-Co- | 
© lonel Smith, Captain Gardiner, and by other 
Officers of the Ship, who were near the Per- 
fon of the Admiral, that they did not perceive * 
any Backwardneſs in the Admiral during the 
Action, or any Marks of Fear or Confuſion 
© either from his Countenance or Behaviour; 1 
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© that he ſeemed to give his Orders coolly and 


« diftintly, and did not ſeem wanting in perſo- 
nal Courage. 


Is it not amazing! The Contradiction in this 
Reſolution, to the preceding; in this they re- 
ſolve, the Admiral ſhewed no Backwardneſs dur- 
ing the Action, though they have before con- 
demned him for not doing Z IS utmoſt ; how 
then are theſe Contradictions to be reconciled ? 
How can a Man be ſentenced to Death for not 
doing His utmoſt during an Engagement, who 
ſhewed no ſigns of Backwardneſs ? Did they pe- 
netrate his Boſom, and ſee his Thoughts ; if they 


did, why was be cleared from Cowardice and 


Diſaffection in not doing his 4m? Beſides, 
from the expreſs Words of thi» Refolution, he 
is abſolutely freed from having Ste any 


Thi ing contrary to the Senſe of The 12th Article 


of War, which ſays, through Coavardice, Dif 
ce ion, or Negligence, ſhall not do his utmoſt. 


From Cowardice and Diſaffect ion the Court ac- 
quit bim expreſoly, and from Ne! gligence impli- 
1 alſo; for how can a Man be condemned 


for Negligence, who, according to the Opinion 


of the Court, loſt 20 Time before the RY 


ment, and thewed no BRO during the 
Action | $ 


XXXVI. ö 


2 Unanimouſly reſolved.— That the Admiral 
appears to fall under the following Part of the 


« Twelfth 


o 
{ 
* 
| 
: 
4 
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Twelfth Article of the Articles of War; to 
© wit, Or fhall not have done his utmoſt to 
& fake, or deſtroy, every Ship which it ſhall le 
« his Duty to engage, and to aſſiſt and relieve al! 
* and every of his Majeſiy's Ships, which it ſhall | 
© be bis Duty to aſſiſt and relieve,” 4 


HERE then does not the very Senſe of this 
Article ſeem to be changed by this partial Quo- 
tation of it? Is it not ſaid, who through Dif-. 
Ffection, Cowardice, or Negligence, ſhall not do | 
| his »tme/? ? Have not theſe Men acquitted him 
of theſe three Things in their Reſolutions? 
Why did they neglect inſerting theſe Conditions 
in the Quotation, and give a meaning to the 
Article, which it has not? Has not the Admiral 

then ſuffered Death by an Article of War which } 
he never broke, even in the Opinion of his 
VVV 


XXXVII, 


* Unanimouſly reſolved, —— As the Article 
© poſitively preſcribes Death, without any Alter- 
native left to the Diſcretion of the Court, 
under any Variation of Circumſtances, that 


Time, and on board ſuch Ship as the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty ſhall direct: 
But as it appears by the Evidence of Lord 
Robert Bertie, Lieutenant- Colonel Smith, 
Captain Gardiner, and other Officers of the 
Ship, who were near the Perſon of the wow 1 
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he be adjudged to be Shot to Death at fuch 


"FH 

ral, that they did not perceive any Backward- 
ae in him during the Action, or any Marks 
of Fear or Confufion, either from his Coun- { 
tenance or Behaviour ; but that he ſeemed to 
(give his Orders coolly and diſtinctly, and did 
not ſeem wanting in perſonal Courage; and ö 
«fm other Circumſtances, the Court do not 
believe, that his Miſ-condudt aroſe either from 

© Cowardice or Diſaffection; and do therefore 

' unanimouſly think it their Duty, moſt earneſt- 

' ly to recommend him as a proper Object to 

Mercy.“ 


SK 


on 


UNPARALLELLED Reſolution! The very i 
dentence which pronounces Death, acquits him ö 
om every particular contained in that Part of 
the Article in which he is condemned, they ac- 
gat him from Cowardice and Diſaffection, re- 
lolve that he ſhewed no Backwardneſs, which 
al be ſynonymous with 20 Negligence in this 

TE tlace, as it could not ſpring from his being 
e either a Coward or diſaffected, and then ſign 
his Sentence to BE SHOT TO DEATH. 
„ May Heaven and Earth be as juſt in their Sen- 
t feiice on this Court, as they were in doing Ju- 
nh ice, by pronouncing this Sentence on Mr 
s WM dw! . 8 Fett: 

d 
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Ir muſt not be omitted, in Juſtice to the 
Core, that a Letter accompanied this Sentence 
„ 00 che Admiralty, figned by all the Court, 
e which containing an Explanation of the Sen- 
- nce, ſhews, that it was the Opinion of the 
I, Curt, that Error of Judgment was included in 


* 2m 3 


E 
the Idea belonging to the word Negligence, 
This Letter recommends him to Mercy 1 in the 


ſtrongeſt Terms; the Court is urged to it from WM 


the Di/ireſſes of their Minds, the Neceſſity of con- 
demning him to Death, for their Conſcience; | 
Sake, and in Juſtice to the Priſoner ; from 
hence it viſibly ap pears that the Court had con- 


ceived, that Errcr of Judgment was one of the 


Commiſſions which {ubjected a Commander 04 


be condemned to Death. 


Bor I imagine you will be ſoon convinced, 


that Error of Judgment 18 incompatible with 1 


the Idea of Negligence, from which it appears | 


alſo, they had before acquitted him, and that it | 
makes no Part of the Twelfth, or of any other 


Article of War. Croardice, Negligence, and | 
Diſaffection, make the Crimes which are in- 


cluded in this Article of War; and when a 1 


Man is cleared from theſe three by his Judges, 
1 ſhould apprehend it impoſſible to convict him 


on any Part of that Article, becauſe dividing the 
Words, and thereby gathering a Senſe which 


was never intended. to be conveyed by them, 


+ never be the original meaning of the Law: 
By omiting ſome Part of a Sentence, and pre- 


ſerving the Teſt, Piety may become Blaſphemy, 
Loyalty Treaſon, and every Man's Life in the } 
Hands of every Man 3 in Power, who has an In- 


clination to deprive him of it. Thus does not 
this Omiſſion of Part of the Article of War, 


on which Mr Byng is condemned, reſemble the | 
Omiſſion of Parts of his Letter, which were 


tut out to render him odious to the People? 
Ng genes 
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= Neghgence, muſt imply an AR of the Vill; 
do no Man can will to commit Errors in Judg- 
meat, becauſe whatever Error is willfally com- 
„ mitted by any Perſon, proves at the fame Time 
wat he knows what is igt and chuſes wrong, 
and therefore not an Error in Judgment, but 
- Wl proceeding from ſome other Motive. Error in 
o MW judgment is every Man's 4% Opinion, however 
W citzot it may be from what is perfectly right, 
i ad therefore impoſitble to form any Part of the 
+ Wl {da of Negligence. Thus even ſuppoling the 
i; dea of the word Backwaraneſs, trom which he 
' Wl i cleared by the Court, ſhould not coincide with 
er that of Neg/zgence (with which it appears to me 
nd Fhaonymous in this Inſtance), has he t fallen a 
n- Victim to a Sentence founded on that v ich does 
na W nt make a Part of the Twelfth Article of 
ee, MW ar? Nay, were not the Court guilty of Error 
im ef judgment, in miſ-apprehending the mean- 
the ig of that Law, on which they ſentenced the 
ich MW Admiral to Death? „ 
m, Ar rER all, what is this Error of Judgment 


wi n tix Admiral, but differing in Opinion from 
Nre- Men of leſs Experience, inferior Rank, not ſu- 


my, MY beſior in Senſe, and leſs in Number, than thoſe 
the ho unanimoutly upon Oath, are of a different 
In- ay of Thinking, and approve his Conduct on 
not e Day of Battle; might not a Court-Martial 
Var, o wore all black Wigs, bave as juſtly con- 
the ¶ emned him for wearing a white one, becauſe 
were ey differed in this Particular? Should Diffe- 


? ace of Opinion between the Priſoner and his 


ence; ¶ ges, be carried into a Precedent, as a juſt 
—_ 4 H 2 Foundation 
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Foundation on which to ſentence a Comman. | 
der to Death ; may it not hereafter happen, if 
M rs ſhall conceive it neceſſary to {laughter 
an Admiral to ſcreen themſelves from that Pu- 
niſhment which 1 is due to thoſe who ſell the Po. 
ſeſſions of England to their Enemies , though he 
ſhould be diltinguiſhed by every F. aculty 3 in Head 
and Heart, the beſt adapted for Naval Com- 
mand, and have diſcharged his Duty to the 2. 
moſt of his Abilities, and miſcarried by Means 
of thoſe who determined to undo him, that a 
Court-Martial may be found unequal to the 
Commander in the Knowledge of Maritime-Af- | 
fairs, which through Incapacity to comprehend | 
the Reaſons for his Conduct, deeming that an 
Error in hs Judgment, which 3 is truly an Error 
in their ou, may doom him to Death; and, 
thus may not Honour, Integrity, Bravery, | 
Knowledge, and every ſuperior Attribute, fall 
a Sacrifice to m——| Iniquity, and the meri- 
torious die by the Sentence of the inſufficient and 
undeſetving? 
FROM the very ſingular Circumſtances which | 
appear in the Tryal, Reſolutions of the Court- | 
 M--:tial, and the Letter written to the Lords of 
the Admiralty ; - Can it be conceived extraordi- } 
nary, that the Minds of the Court- Martial thould | 
be wrung with Diſtreſs? And can that be alle- 
viated, when they find that Mercy was denied 
the Man, who in Juſtice to his Cauſe and for 
their Conſciences ſake, they recommended to 


Clemency, and therefore muſt think him un- 


geſerving that Fate, which their Sentence fixed 


upon 


8 
upon him? How then ſhall this Affliction of 
cred Boſoms find Alleviation, without re- 


vealing thoſe other Circumſtances to the World, 


which they think their Oath of Secrecy has 


obliged them to conceal ? Mr Smith has thought 
himſelf difengaged from the Obligation, becauſe 
permitted by the whole Court to reveal all he 
knew, and imparted it to one Man, who may 
probably participate in the Reſentment of the 
Nation, if they are not by his Means made 
public ? Have not the whole Court the ſame 
Right to the ſame Diſcovery? Nay, does not 
the Diſcovery once made by a Member, diſen- 
gage the reſt from the Obligation? Is not the 
Intent of the Oath e and the Power 


of keeping it concealed, no longer in their 


Power ? Does it not then 5 their D. aty to 
reveal the Whole, in Juſtice to themtelves, and 


to the Man they ſentenced to Death. 


How then will theſe Gentlemen juſtify them 
ves in keeping thoſe other Circumſtances any 
longer undiſcloſed ? Will they not zuffet in the 
public Opinion, without revea'ing all they have 
hitherto concealed, or with Macbeth, have they 
not murdered Sleep? 

FROM the unexampled Singularity of con- 
demning a Man, who in the Conſcicnces of 
bis Judges, and in Juſtice to his Cauie, wes 
tzought not meriting to ſuffer, and after pert. 
lng the Tryal alſo, there aroſe a Doubt! 


5 


the Minds of Men of found Underſtanding ans 
of humane Boſoms, particularly in the Lors * 
the Admiraly, that the Priſoner had not bee 
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legally convicted; and therefore, that no Man 
ought to be put to Death on ſuch a Sentence, 
On which Account they laid the Reſolutions, 
the Sentence, the Repreſentation of the Caſe, I 
ſigned by the whole Court-Martial, and two pe- 
titions from Lord Torrington, before his Maje- 


ſty, and beſeeched him, that the Twelve Judges SZ 


might give their Opinion, whether the Sentence 
33 


* 


Tris Opinion of Illegality in the Sentence, 


greatly embarraſſed the Enemies of Mr Byng, 


they began to ſuggeſt, that putting a Man to 


Death on a Sentence, but imagined to be z/legal, 1 
might injure more than advance their Cauſe; 1 
the Lords of the Admiralty had beheld the Caſe 1 
with Tenderneſs and Tears, and Brutes amongſt IK 
the Enemies of Mr Byng, derided thoſe honeſt 

Feelings of Humanity in public Converſation ; 


that honourable Board heſitated the ſigning the 


| Sentence, *till it was determined to be legal: It | 
cannot Eſcape your Obſervation alſo, that the 1 
Legality of Mercy was never diſputed, and in 


my Apprehenſion, the bare Doubt of Legality 


in the deadly Part, attended with ſuch ſingular = 
Circumſtances in every humane Breaſt, ſhould 


have turned the Scale to Mercy; but his and 


your implacable Enemies, conceived themſelves 

in Danger if the Admiral eſcaped ; they hoped 
his Death would filence all Clamour concerning 
the Loſs of Minorca, and their Conduct, in 


your Opinion, be waſhed clean by the ſhedding 
his Blood, ”, 7 
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To determine the Legality of the Condemna- 
tion was the Point to be obtained, the Sentence 


was therefore referred to the Twelve Judges, to 


determine n it was or was not Legal, to 
which it was e vered, © We have conſidered 
« the ſaid Sent ace, together with the Twelfth 

© Article therein referred to, and are Unani- 
0 mouſly of Opinion, that it is a legal Sen- 
© tence,” That this Opinion was juſt, I am 
not under the leaſt Donbt, becauſe in my way 


of conceiving Things, a Sentence pronounced 


by a Court lawiully conſtituted, whatever it be, 
mult be deemed legal; but had 1 been one of 
the Court-Martial, no Power upon Earth could 
have induced me to believe he could have been 
{rally convicted, notwithſtanding the Legality 
of the Sentence after Conviction ; and I would 
ooner have changed Conditions with the Ad- 
miral, and have been ſhot, than have ſigned his 


Y Scntence, and I will give you my Reaſons, 


Firſt, I never would have condemned a Man 
to Death, when from unanimous Evidence, it 
appears, that no Saggeſtion of Miſ-conduct had 
ever been mentioned on board his Ship ; becauſe 


' amongſt almoſt a thouſand Men, ſurely ſome 
one would have diſcovered it; and ſuch is the 


Nature of Sailors, it would have been ſpoken in 
ſpite of all the Powers upon Earth. 
Secondly, I never would have condemned a 


Man to Death upon the Evidence of one Man, 


againſt thoſe of Twenty, each of which had an 
equal Claim to be believed. 


Thirdy, 


x 
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Thirdly, J would never have condemned 
Man to Death, upon my private Opinion, a- 
gainſt that of a greater Number of Men, of 
equal Senſe and Rank, and againſt unanimous 
Evidence on Oath, : 1 
- Fourthly, I would never have condemned z | 
Man to Death upon Part of an Article of War, 
which in my Opinion, was not broken, and 
which, by being divided from the words Cowar- 
dice, Negligence, or Diſaffection, alters the 
Senſe of the Whole, and is contrary to the true 
Intent and Meaning of the Lac. | 
_ Fifthly, I would never have condemned a | 
Man to Death, contrary to the Dictates of my } 
own Conſcience, contrary to the Juſtice due to | 
the Priſoner ; becauſe J ſhould have conſidered 
myſelf, as a Member of a Court- Martial, equal- |] 
ly obliged to follow the Rules of Equity, as the |} 
Letter of the Law, eſpecially where that Law 
appeared Zoo ſevere ; and I never would have 


truſted any Man to the Mercy of another, whom + | 


to be condemned. 6 VVS 
How far I may ſtand juſtified for thinking 
in this Manner in your Opinion, I know | 
not; but convinced I am, that however egal! 
this Sentence may be, his greateſt Enemy can- 


in Conſcience and Juſtice, I thought ought not 


not think he deſerved Death in Equity, and | 


let us ſuppoſe the Admiral had been honourably | 
acquitted, would not that Sentence have been 
legal alſo : Thus Legality may attend two Sen- 
tences diametrically oppoſite, and therefore may | 
not be always conſentaneous with Juſtice af a 
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Man executed upon the Evidence of ſuborned 
Witneſſes, is legally, though not equitably, put to 
Death; the unanimous Conſent of the Twelve 
Judges, Was undoubtedly right as to the Lega= 


ly; but did it in any Senſe change the Nature 


of the Sentence? Did it not remain as it was pro- 
20unced with all the Circumſtances in the Let- 
ter to the Admiralty ? What did chis Queſtion 
then amount to more than aſking, if Mr Byng 
might be /egally put to death on ſuch a Lt, ? 
and what the Anſwer, but in the Affirmative? 
it {till remained, contrary to the Diſtieſſcs of 
e Minds of the Court-Martial, contrary to 
juſtice due to the Prifoner, and Mercy implored 
tor Conſcience ſake, 

Nor fatisfied that this Opinion of Legality i in 
the Sentence was yet a ſufficient Reaſon for put- 


ung the Admiral to Death; many Men of di- 
I 'i:2uiſhed Rank and true Humanity, endeavour- 
ed to obtain Mercy; they conceived that the 
I vords Legal and Equitable, conveyed very diffe- 
Jene Ideas; that in this Inſtance, even according to 
I the Opinion of his Judges, the Law was greatly 
I fvere; that they did not ſeem to recollect 


that they were a Court of Equity as well as 


ef low; and therefore it was preſumed, that 
Ihe Admiral, though legally ſentenced to die, 
I might not deſerve Death in Equity, and as 
Ito find Meer. i 


Tuls Manner of Thinking, produced an In- 


| Jflination of bringing the Affair before the Houſe 
Jet Commons; accordingly a Rumour of that 
"ature being ſpread abroad, it ſoon reached the 


Ears 


got their Bread beneath them, conceived it no 1 
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Ears and Hearts of the Admiral's Enemies, 
Conſcience ſickened within, and Terror dwelt } 
upon their Faces; the Dread of being diſappoint- 
ed in their ſanguinary Deſires filled their Souls 
with horrid Apprehentions. i ö 
IT now became abſolutely neceſſary to fu- 
ſtrate this Deſign; a Clamour againſt the un- 
happy Priſoner was now again to be raiſed to 
bring him to Execution, as it had been before 
to render him odious to your Eyes, but it could 
not be effected by the ſame Men; the Clerks in 
Public Offices were no longer in the Power 
of the Admiral's Enemies, Men of abler Heads 
and purer Hearts preſided there, and thoſe who 1 


more neceſlary to ſeparate the Dictates of Hu- 
manity, from the Views of Intereſt, and would 
not contribute to overwhelm him whoſe Fate 
they ſaw was reſolved on, whom they believed 
injuriouſly treated, and whom all but Savages ' 
/ "IM 
Tus Taſk the Diſſenters eagerly embraced, 
the tender Conſciences, ſcrupulous Piety, and 
| Zeal for the Cauſe of God and Religion, in thoſe ? 
who petitioned againſt the Sacrilege of Learning 
Military Exerciſe on the Sabbath, to defend } 
their Country, the firſt of all Chriſtian Virtues; 
| thoſe whoſe Conſciences in the Year 1750, on 
the ſame Occaſion, were ſleeping like the Adder 
in Winter generating Poiſon, to come forth with | 
Venom and Deſtruction, were now, conſiſtent | 
| Chriſtians, unrelentingly demanding the Blood 
of the Admiral. The Trumpet was ſounded, | 
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that a Man of their Perſuaſion, ſprung from the 
Dunghill of Sedition, nurtured in the Boſom of 
Deceit, was in Danger of becoming the Object 
of public Puniſhment, as he was already become 
of public Hate, unleſs Admiral Byng was put 
to Death, Eg "8 l 
IMMEDIATELY, that horrid Monſter of an 
Informer's Head, grafted on a Diſſenter's Heart 
in that blood-thirſty Paper, ſupported by Secta- 
ties, was let looſe, with ſuch Language, as to 
that Hour, had never appeared againſt any Man 
under Sentence of Death; no Crime the Earth 
afforde, was left unimputed to the Admiral; 
ticaſonable Papers were affixed to the Royal- 
Exchange ; and ireaſonable Expreſſions written 
in Chalk on the Walls of the Temple, and other 
Parts of the City, threatning his M——y 
with Death, if Byng was not executed; Peti- 


bons were talked of in the City, to requeſt their 


d—2n to haſten his Execution; it was aſked 
alſo, if this Country afforded no Damzens ; 
erery Coffee-Houſe re-echoed to the Roarings 
of T t and his Aſſociates, thoſe Firebrands 
of Faction, Blood ! Blood ! Blood ! was all the 
Cry ; his Emiſſaries were ſpread, like Poiſon in 
Rivers, to taint all who drink that Water ;.thoſe 
who had ſhared in nefarious Contracts and plun- 


deting their Country, void of Remorſe, exclaim- 


Id for promiſed Juſtice, meaning Death, as if D 
Mercy to a Man ſentenced in fo unexempled a 


Manner, his Life requeſted from ſuch, almoſt 


» J "cGſtible - Motives, made no Part of Juſtice; 
4 lis ſame bloody Menaces, ſeditious Rage, and 


I 2 „ ſanguinary 1 
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ſanguinary Paſſions, poſſeſſed and actuated the 
Souls of thoſe unconſtitutional Miſcreants, to 
urge the Fate of Mr Byng, which murdered 
Charles the Firſt, Innaie and uneraſable, no 
Time can change their bloody Purpoſes, 1d 
into Silence, by being long cheriſhed with ſu— 
perior Favour by former Ad ts; their Tea- 


chers ſecretly penſiobed by Parc of that Money 


Which is produced by your Labour, they ſeemed 
to have laid avue their old Habits and forgotten 


their Thirſt Cf Blood; miſtaken Men believe 


them not, this Inttance convinces they are equal- 


ly ready to 9 805 Iniquity againſt Truth, and 


threaten any 5 ---——N who ſhall dare refuic 4 
the Biocd which they de mand in Favour of any | 


Man who ſupports thei: Inteteſt and leads their 


Faction. 
+ beer ms wort! cmembering alſo, that two 
Men re able amongtt thoſe hypocritic Sec- 
taries 1 98 755 att ded the Tryal of Admiral 


Byng, ok Notes of 9 5 paſt, tranſmitted them 
to Logon, and; vw... diſtinguiſhed at Portſmouth 
with 5 bonum able Appellation of Grypus's 
Cle: ih. Clerks returning to London, 
pond the Admiral's Sentence before it was 
d Jared by the Court- Martial, being not im- 
p obubly 1cquaint*d with the Neceſſity he Court 


was unce: ot condemning him to Death. 


BesIÞEgs thai innate Thirſt of Blood, and 


Love: of ſaci13cing in thoſe Sectaries, all who, 
| however innocent, may bring their Lenden into 


Danger; there were other Motives which ac- 


tuated them to this Outrage, Motives which in 


Proportion 


P WO i - - 


rence to thoſe pernicious M 


Cuule of God, whoſe Conſciences could not ſuf- 
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Proportion as their Deſigns have been cheriſhed 
or depreſſed, have conſtantly induced them, 
fince the firſt Moment, when like Maggots they 
were hatched from Corruption, to unite with, 
oppoſe, exile, or murder every Prince upon 
the Throne of England. Whoſe Loyalty to the 
preſent Family, is juſtly ſuſpected to be no more 
than a hypocritic Concealment of their Adhe- 
rs who have 
ſhamefully preferred their Party to the eſtabliſh- 
ed Church, whenever it could be done, bound 
only by Selt-intereſt to thoſe who feed them, 


and by that Chain the M — 78 knew they 
might be held to ſuſtain the Cauſe of Satan a= _ 


gainſt Chriſt, for what is not to be expected from 


thoſe who ſupport the Deſtroyers of their Coun- 
by. Theſe Men had painfully beheld Mr P—# 


advanced to the Seals by the moſt honourable. 
and pleaſing Motive which can actuate the Heart 


Y © a ive Engliſh Miniſter, the general Voice 
and Eſteem of his Fellow-Subjes ; he had been 


lapported in his Office by every independent 
Man of Conſequence in the Nation ; oppoſed 


by none but thoſe whoſe ſole Principles and 


Purſuit had been plundring the public Money, 
and ruining their native Land, by preferring Ger- 
man to Enghſh Welfare; Schemes of national 


Veconomy were the acknowledged Deſigns of 
the new Adminiſtration, the Advantages which 
theſe Sectaries had long enjoyed from m——l1 
Preference, in the moſt nefarious Contracts, were 


drawing to an End, and thoſe Zealots for the 


fer 
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fer the Defence of England to ariſe from a Sun. 
day's Military Exerciſe, beheld the Power of 
plundring their Country going from their Hands 
with inexpreſſible Regret, ſuch are the contraſted 
Tenets of diſſenting Piety, and determined to 
prevent ii. e | | 
Tux were ſenſible, that nothing could fo | 

effectually reſtore their former Opportunities of 

Plunder, as reinſtating the old Ms or 

Men even of more abandoned Principles than 
35 V 33 
Fox this Reaſon, joined with the former, of 
ſecuring their Friends from national Inquiry, 
they exclaimed againſt all who in any Senſe were 
the Promoters of Mercy to the Admiral; con- 
cluding, that thus uniting the My and the 
Priſoner in one View, any Attempt to preſerve } 


the latter, might wean the People's Eſteem from 
Mr Pitt, whole Approbation had made him 
Mr; and thence the old A-—2n, Corrup- 


tion, Contracts, and heir Intereſt, might re- 


turn with full Powers to the Direction of public 


Affairs; theſe were the Motives to all that in- | 
human Call for Blood, and Threats which were 
offered to My itſelf, by T— and his bloody 


NorwirnsTAN DING this Tumult of the 


Sectaries, demanding the Life of Mr Byng, the | 


Affair was brought before the Houſe of Com- 
mons, ſome of thoſe Judges who had condemn- |} 
ed him to Death, were diſquieted by the Obli- 


gation of Secrecy, which they apprehended | 


| themſelves to be under, deſired to be _ , 
I peo So e 


E 

from it, and Liberty given to reveal thoſe other 
Circumſtances which tended to procure Mercy 
to Mr Byng. 


S1R Francis Daſhwood moved, That the Obli- 


pation of Secrecy might be removed, and in this 


he was ſupported by the Secretary of State ; the 
humane and generous Behaviour of theſe Gentle- 
men exceeds all Power of Praiſe, beyond even 
that Force of Eloquence which the latter poſ- 


ſeſſes, ſo ſuperior to all Mankind. 


Tukv diſdained the popular Cry of ſeditious 
Blood-thirſtineſs, which oppoſed the Cauſe of 
Equity ; they treated with Contempt, thoſe 
Menaces of Death, which had been ſent them, 
it Mr Byng found Pardon; Truth and Huma- 
n.ty were their Motives, Mercy their Guide, 
a1d Juſtice the Object they ſought, Auſpicious 


Umen of ſucceeding Happineſs, beneath the 
Adminiſtration of Men, who dared, in Oppo- 


fition to the Clamour of factious Sectaries in- 


gaming popular Outcry, and Inclination even of 


—— attempt to reſcue Innocence from the 


bloody Fangs of his and your perfidious Enemies. 


Illuſtrious Inſtance ! that thoſe who could thus 


tenderly feel for, and act in Favour of Mercy to 
an individual, would have proved the Saviours of 
an exhauſted People. From that Expectation 


you gre now cut off, cut off for ever from Salva- 


tion, unleſs the ſame public Voice, which firſt 
gave him the Seals, again reinſtate him in the 


Adminiſtration.”  _ 


Bur to return; the Bill for removing the Oath 
of Secrecy from the Court- Martial, paſt unani- 
ha bs eee eee 


_ 
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F mouſly in the Houſe of Commons, a Tranſac- 
WR - tion which reflects the higheſt Honour on that 
19 Houſe; they thought that Juice demanded 
188 every Thing to be diſcovered which tended to 
"i reveal Truth, and lead on lagging Mercy; they 
were convinced that no Man would anſwer 1 
Queſtions in the Affirmative, which muſt prove | 

him perjured ; they did not expect Unanimity in | 
the Court-Martial to intreat a Diſengagement 
ils from their Oath ; they imagined that few Men 
5 might have Reſolution to make that Requeſt, 
fl and that even the Deſire of one Man for Liberty 
to reveal thoſe other Circumſtances ought to be 
complied with, i RoLTESDGS, | 
lll Tux Houle of Lords have been pleaſed to 
il publik their Proceedings. 2 nies oþÞ 
j | __ NoTuiNG availed, Mercy was precluded from 
the Admiral, the Day of his Execution, which 
ad been deferred, was now fixed for the 14th Þ 
of March, and though great Praiſe muſt be for 
|| ever due to the Lords of the Admiralty, who I 
delayed ſigning his Sentence till the Judges had 
aſcertained it's Legality; yet immortal Honour 
is the Deſert of that * Native of Treland, who 
refuſed putting his Hand to the Sentence of a 
{ll Man, that in his Conſcience, as well as in 10% 1 
|| of his Judges, did not deſerve Death, 
I IE Hour of Execution was approaching, 
the Moment was at Hand, which muſt decide 
whether that Intrepidity in the Admiral's Beba- 
viour during his whole Confinement, ſprang 
from conſcious Innocence and ſuperior Bravery, 4 
PII ONT TALL IM ane 


—— — 2 — Rn 


a * Mr Forbes. 


_ 
or from ſome fallacious Cauſe, All was uniform 
and conſiſtent, no falſe Parade of ſcorning Death, 
no ſhrinking at it's Appearance: Though the Ma- 
lice of his * Enemies and + Injuſtice of his Sen- 
| tence, as he conceived it, pierced his Soul with 
the keeneſt Senſe of Reſentment, and Deſire of 
ſurviving their inhuman Purſuits, a perfect Con- 
viction, that longer Life would be attended with 
being Witneſs to the Ruin of his Country, as 
he always believed the old M——y would be 
reſtored, reconciled him to the Fire of the Ma- 
rines: Conſcious of having honourably diſcharged 
his Duty to his King and Country, forgiving 
his Enemies for the Injuries which they had 


done him, yet wiſhing they might be called to 


in Enquiry for thoſe which they have brought 


en their Country, and receive the due Reward 
of their Merits, he retired a few Minutes 


from his Friends to implore the Almighty to re- 
ceive that Soul, which the Malice of his Ene- 
mies no longer ſuffered to be the Companion of 
ns Badsl 585 11 - OE SV Bb 


Now behold him walk from his Cabbin, te- 


ſigned yet firm to meet his Fate; around him 


ſhone that exalted Grandeur which conſcious 
Innocence and innate Honour on ſuch Moments 


only can impart; which Kings cannot beftow 


with Coronets and Titles, and which his 


K Enemies 


* Who his Enemies were, according to the Admiral's Opinion, 


may be ſeen in a Pane of Glaſs of the Cabbin Window, on Board 


the Monarque, written with a Diambnd in his own Hand, 


T His Opinion of the Court Martial, in a Pannel -of the 


Cabbin, written with a black lead Pencil, by Mr Byng alſo. 
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Enemies would gladly ſpurn to obtain that Tran- 
quillity which accompanied him tothe Execution, 
behold him preſent the Paper which contained 
his laſt Sentiments ; hear him pronounce with 
cheartulneſs to the Marſhal, come along my 
Friend, then politely adding, remember, Sit, 
what I have told you relating to this“ Paper. 


«6c 


— 


Nox 


on Pear His Majeſty's Ship Monarque in Portſmouth-barur, 


March 14, 1757. 


Few Moments will now deliver me from the virulent 
Perſecutions, and fruſtrate the farther Malice of my 


Enemies z— nor need | envy them a Life ſubject to the Senſa- 


tions my Injuries, and the Injuſtice done me, muſt create — 


Perſuaded I am Juſtice will be done to my Reputation hereaf- 


ter.— The Manner and Cauſe, of raiſing and keeping up the 


popular Clamour and Prejudice againſt me, will be ſeen 


through.—I ſhall be conſidered, (as I now perceive myſelf) a 


Victim, deſtined to divert the Indignation and Reſentment of 


an injured and deluded People, from the proper Objects,— 
My Eremies themſelves, muſt, now, think me Innocent, — 


happy for me at this laſt Moment, that I know my own Inno- 
cence ; and am conſcious, that no Part of my Country's Mi- 


fortunes can be owing to me.—]T heartily wiſh the ſhedding 5. 
Blood may contribute to the Happineſs and Service of my 
Ceuntry z—but cannot refign my juſt Claim to a faithful Dil- 
charge of my Duty, according to the beſt of my Judgment, 
and the utmoſt Exertion of my Ability, for His Majeſty's 


Honour and my Country's Service.—lI am ſorry that my En- 


deavours were not attended with more Succeſs, and that the 


Armament under my Command proved too weak to ſucceed, 


in an Expedition of ſuch Moment. — Truth has prevailed over 
Calumny and Falſhood, and Juſtice has wiped off the ignomi- 


, nious Stain of my ſappoſed want of perſonal Courage, or Dil- 


affection my Heart acquits me of theſe Crimes, — but who 


can be preſuwptuouſly ſure of his own Judgment ?—It my 


Crime is an Error in judgment, or differing in Opinion from 

my Judges ; and if yet, the Error in Judgment ſhould be on 

their Side, God forgive them, as I do; and may the Di- 

ſtreſs of their Minds, and Uneaſineſs of their, Cale er 
| | | W nic 
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Now behold him with the untrembling 
Hands of conſcious Innocence, binding his un- 
willing Eyes from ſurveying his Executioners, 
he kneels before the Searcher of all Hearts with 
Reſolution becoming a Chriſtian Martyr, his 
| laſt Care was for his Friend, Retire, he ſaid, they 
may ſhoot you ; one Minute recommends him 
to the Mercy of that God, who at the ſame In- 
ſtant furveyed both him and his Enemies ; he 
drops the Signal, hear the fatal Sound, ſee the 
Bullets pierce his Heart, he falls decent in Death, 
his Soul wings her way to Heaven, there injured 
Innocence finds Mercy. 

Tuus fell the HONOR ABLE John Byng, 
Admiral of England, whoſe Funeral Oration 
ſpringing from the honeſt Boſom of a common 
Sailor, and pronounced at the Moment of his 
Fall, contains more Sublimity and true Pane- 
gy:ic, than the Eloquence of Demoſthenes can 
impart, There lies the braveſt and beſt Officec 
* of the Navy.” 

Tulxcs inanimate were touched with Com- 
| paſſion for this injured Man, the Elements were 

diſturbed, the Ramillies broke from her Moor- 
ings, the Moment he was put to Death, as if 
aſhamed to ſerve and determined to deſert that 
Nation, which had treated her Commander ſo 
opprobriouſly. 


Op K 4 VET 


© which in Juſtice to me they have repreſented, he NY and 
* ſubſide, as my Reſentment has done.—The ſupreme Judge 
© ſees all Hearts and Motives, and to him I muſt ſubmit the 
* Juſtice of my Cauſe,” . J. 5 YNG. 


— — ————— 
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thoſe of his Enemies ſhall be repeated with De- 


ed to the French Ambaſſador immediately before 


Peace which his Foes denied, and which they | 
can never taſte, but by excluding the Idea of 


is the Will of the Almighty, where his Image | 
eic mal Damnation. 


purſged him to Death, and bave ſtill exerted 


Poste and falſe Accounts of his Behaviour, 


W 
n 
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Ver ſhall the Name of this unhappy Com- 
mander be mentioned with Applauſe, whilſt 


teſtation, his Fame ſhall increaſe in the Opinion 
of ſucceeding Generations ; his Enemies be re- 
membered with growing Infamy and Abhor- 
rence ; ſuch his Behaviour, as future Ages ſhall 
admire; his Fate ſuch as they ſhall deplore; 
cauſcleſly oppreſſed by unrelenting Iniquity, 
unavailingly affiſted, and lamented by the Hu- 
mane and Good; a warning to all Admirals, 
who may hereafter ſerve under M——rs, who 
may betray or ſell their King and Country, By 
his dyeing in this Manner, he has cleared him- 
ſelf from all Imputation of ſharing in the Three 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds, which were remit- 


F . ˙ A T 


bis Departure, God has now given him that 


a Deity from their feſtering Boſoms ; for ſuch | 


comes, Wealth, Titles, and Honours, cannot | 
preſerve the Heart, conſcious of Iniquities ſo , 


dne, from the haunting Apprehenfion of 

Ia this Manner may I die rather than live, 
like his Enemies, and before Heaven I ſpeak it, 
notwithſtanding I am convinced, that thoſe who 


every Malice to make him odious, by Epitaphs, 


which ſhock Humanity ; have alſo been ji 
ale 


gr Cr 


ſole Cauſe of lofing Minorca, and bringing this 
diſtreſſed Country tO the brink of Ruin ; were 


my own private Opinion, and on ſuch feeble and 
inſufficient Evidence, as was given againſt the 
Admiral, though not a Witneſs depoſed a Sylla- 
ble in their Favour. No! not though the Fu- 


| Mr Byng, and pronouncing their Conviction, 
would only fave my Life ; for what Horrors can 


ing in Wealth and Titles gotten by Iniquity, 
and haunted by a guilty Conſcience. 


Crimes in this Admiral which brought him to 
thoſe who preſided at the Equipping and De- 


vide the greateſt Cauſe for a national Enquiry 
ſcems to lie, and lead you to determine, whe- 
ther Juſtice is to be drowned in the Blood of 
Mr Byng, or thoſe who were more immediately 
concerned in the Loſs of Minorca, do not de- 
ve the ſame Fate. | . 

 Fir/?, then, the Admiral is ſentenced to 


gagement with the French, rd ba 
Dip not the m——e Mr detain thoſe 


al the World knew Mabon was to be attacked ? 
EI: —_ _ Wecondly, 
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to be the Judge of their Actions, I would not 
condemn a Man of them, much leſs a Dog, on 
ſees were pointed to my Breaſt that diſpatched 
Death with Integrity of Soul impart, like liv- 


LET me now lay before you, what were the 
bis Fate, when placing the Tranſactions of 


ſtining this Fleet, we may compare on which 


333 inn ” 
Wer ot le oe 


2 


Death for not having attempted to land the 
Officers and Soldiers at Mahon, before the En- 


iery Officers and Soldiers in England, four 
Months after he had received Intelligence, and 
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Secondly, the Admiral is ſentenced to Death 
for ſtretching beyond the Enemy's Rear before 
he bore down. 

Dip not the m e Mr. ſtretch the 
Time of ſending out the Fleet, till he muſt be 
convinced it was too late to relieve Minorca? 

Thirdly, the Admiral was ſentenced to Death 


for backing to let the Trident and Louiſa get 
into their Stations, and loſing T WEN TY. 
; Minutes by that Conduct. 


Dip not them — e Mt. * F ouſ! 


Months and MIN O RCA, by ſending out 2 
Squadron in Number and Force inferior to that 
which he has ſince confeſt he knew would fal 
from Toulon ? Were not eight of this Squadron | 
the Deptford, Captain, Portland, Trident, Louiſa, 
Defiance, King ion, and Intrepid, according to] 
the Evidence of Admiral Weft, either work} 
than others of the ſame Rates, old, crippled, i 
foul, crazy, or ill manned? Were there not at 
the Time theſe Ships were ſent out, a great] 
Number of others at Portſmouth in good Con- 
dition, fit for the Seas and immediate Service, | 


from which he might have ſelected a proper awd 
effectual Fleet to have ſaved Minorca ? 


Fourthly, the Admiral was ſentenced to Death, 
| becauſe he continued the Fi 10590 on Board the 


Ramillies, which drove her Antagoniſt out of he 
Line, and brought down her main Topf 


| Tard. 


Dip not the m——e M 
ing of the Fleet, by all pollible Means, from 


the renty=fh of March to the ſixth of 4 
E 


— — 2 JJ 


r delay the all- 1 


ö 
0 


$a 

aer Extracts of Lord Briſtol's Letter to Mr 

Fix had been ſent to the Admiral, preſſing him 

at the ſame time to uſe all poſſible Diſpatch in 

getting ready? Did the m e M -r anſwer 
he Admiral's Letter, in relation to what he de- | 
fired to be expedited? Did not he delay the 

completing the Crews, which he might have 
done from the other Ships in an Hour, by a pro- 
per Order ? Might he not have changed the de- 
fective and inferior Ships in the Admiral's Squa- 
iron for ſound and better, then riding at Port/- 
nouth ? Might he not have increaſed the Num- 
ber and fent them under Sail in twenty- four 
Hours, inſtead of detaining them twelve Days, 
after this Expreſs from Mr Fox, if he had com- 
plyed with Mr Byng's Requeſt ? n 


and endeavour at an Opening with Sf Philip's. 


ing a poſitive and circumſtantial Account arrived 
ot the Number of Ships and Men landed in 
Minorca, delay ſending a ſecond Fleet to rein- 


he Engagement between the French and Eng- 


duon were the Crimes for which Mr Byng 
Was put to Death, and are not ſuch the Facts of 
which you know the m——e M 
guilty ? „ „ 


. . 


examine on which Side the Cauſe of loſing Mi- 
Yrca 1s to be found. Is there a angle Article in 
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 Fijthly, the Admiral was ſentenced to Death 
for not returning to Mzrnorce after the Battle, 


Dip not the m——e Mt, notwithſtand- 
force the Admiral, *till he muſt be morally fare 
% was pait, and the Fate of Minorca decided? 


- was 


LET me now intreat you diſpaſſionately to 


the 
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ſaved St Philip's ſent at the Time he was? Had 


the Deſcent, though he had been vanquiſhed, | 
would he not then have preſerved the Ifland, by | 


my? Was there ever a Commander put to Death 
on ſuch a Sentence, till the fourteenth of March? 
Was there ever a Mir ſuffered to go ſo long 
unexamined for ſuch viſible Miſconduct, ſince 
the Creation? Shall then a ſuppoſed Error in 
Judgment prove the Deſtruction of the Admi- 


ſerving the Remains of a ſhattered Squadron, 
which muſt otherwiſe have fallen into the Hands 
of our Enemies, or been totally deſtroyed? And 
the pretended Apprehenſions of an Invaſion, 
ſcreen the capital Offender, who by keeping tbe 
Fleet at Spithead, rendered it as uſeleſs and in- 
effectual to prevent a landing from Picardy and 
Flanders, as if it had been doubling the Cape, 
to get him Riches and impoveriſh the Nation? 


( 72 ] 
the Conduct of him who equipt, ſelected, and 
deſtined the Fleet, which does not outweigh the 
whole Accuſation which ſent the Bullets through 
the Boſom of Mr Byng ? Had the Admiral de. 
ſtroyed the whole French Fleet, could he have 
the m——e M r ſent him ſoon enough to 
have been off Minorca, before the French made 


having the Port of Mahon to receive his ſhattered | 
Ships, and in which to refit them, and by land- 
ing his Men to oppoſe the Deſcent of the Ene- 


ral, and egregious Ignorance, or ſome more cri- Y' 


minal Tranſaction, excuſe the M——r who WM 
deſtined him and the Squadron to the Mediter- 
ranean Expedition? Shall Mr Byng be ſhot to 


Death for adding Prudence to Bravery, and pre- 
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BUT permit me to examine, whether Mr 
Byng's Orders will not prove, that he was ſent 
0 be facrificed, and Mahon never to be relieved ? 
Or that no Tznorance has ever equalled what 18 
to be found in them? 

Tuk firſt Article is, that, upon the Admi- 
ral's arriving at G ibrattar be (ould enquire if 
any French Men of War and Tranſpo is had 
paſſed (he Straits; if they had, as it was pro- 


bable they were defigned for North America, 


and as the Ships in the Margin “ were either af 


or going to Haliifax, the Admiral was to dif- 
patch Mr Weſt with as many Ships as, with 


thoſe at Halliſax and not at Halli fax, would 
be ſuperior to the French, 


[es 7 as now ſuppoſe the ſame Fleet, which 


attacked and took Minorca, had been deſtined 
for North America; that it had failed from 


T:ulon the ſame Day it did, and the Engliſb 


5quadron, in like Manner, the lame Day which 
it left Portſmouth. 


The French Fleet leaving buen the tenth of 


April, as the Wind was fair, would probably 
have paſſed the Straits in fix Days; Admiral 
Ding tailing the fixth of April, arrived at Gib- 


raltar the ſecond of May, a Fortnight after the 


French Fleet muſt have paſſed by that Place, 


It is not unreaſonable to conclude, that as much 
ime maſt have been ſpent to prepare the Eng- 5 
% Fleet for an American Vovage from Gibral- 


150 as from thence to Minorca, which was ſix 


Days ; ; thus the French Fleet would have paſſed - 


1 


%. 


Gr raſton, 1 Calle. 8 Nes Eitchfeld, 
fun Norwich, Succeſs, Vulture Sloop. 
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: Hallifax, was to be ſuperior to the twelve Ships 


to have joined them, and intercepted the French? f 
And would not he have been defeated alſo, by I 
| having only eight crazy, ill-manned, and crip- 


xd 


ſent under Mr Weſt, to obtain this Superiority? | 


Ships of ſuperior Force and good Condition? 


and the three Fleets have been deſtroyed by the 
old cunning Expedient, of rendering a Navy 
ineffectual, by dividing the Squadrons into ſmal- 
ler Numbers than the Fleet of the Enemy, ſo 
., happily put in Execution ever fince the Com- 


: Zing Head of the Ad——ty? Can any Man 1 


the French Fleet paſſed Gibraltar, a Squadton 


741 
the Straits, three Weeks before the Engl; 
could have left Gibraltar. Yet Mr Weſt, like 
Teague in the Song, muſt have been ſent after 
before to intercept La Galiſſonniere, according 
to Orders from the ſagacious Head of the 
Ad——ty ; nothing being left to the Diſcretion | 
of the Admiral. „ 
Tux next Thing is, this Force, together with | 
thoſe Ships at Hallifax, and thoſe Ships not at 


of the Line and five Frigates of the French. In 
tnis Caſe, how many ought the Admiral to have | 


Could he have ſent leſs than eight out of his ten | 
and five Frigates? And even in that Manner, 
would not the Fleet, craifing off Hallifax, have 
been taken before Mr Weſt could have artived 


pled Ships, with which to engage twelve French 2 


And then would not thoſe which were going to 
cruize off Halliſa have ſuffered the ſame Fate, 


mencement of Hoſtilities, by that moſt ama- 


. Whig © | | 2 12 1 ; | 1 
conceive that Mr Wet, failing three Weeks after 


cibizing off Hall:ifax, and another Fleet ge 
e l ee oval ee 


NN 


to cruize there, would have been united before 
the French Fleet could arrive at America, and, 
prevent their landing. By this ſagacious deſti- 
nation of fifteen Ships in all, divided into three 
Squadrons, the ſtrongeſt conſiſting but of eight, 
might not the French Fleet, conſiſting of twelve 
Ships, by three ſucceſſive Engagements, have 
defeated the Whole; or by two, if any two 
Squad ons had been joined together; Thus is it 
not ſelf-evident, that the Want of common Senſe 
or common — in the Head of the A ty, 
has rendered the Engliſh Navy, though treble 
in Number to that of our Enemy's, inferior in 
Power, and uſeleſs in Effect? Such Bleſſings 
has England derived from his unpwrallelled 
Ad- 
4 Dyng, however, if the French 
bad ſent a Fleet to America, and at the ſame, 
Time attacked Minorca, after having diſpatched | 
ue, was ordered to fail and endeavour to 
IJ 'flicve that Iſland with the Remainder of the 
Fleet, conſiſting of two Ships if Mr Ts SEGA 
had not joined him, and four if he had; 
Force adequately adapted to the raiſing a 9 5 
But if Minorca was not invaded, he was then 
oceered to block up Toulon, protect the Mediter- 
I "ala Trade from Barbary Pyrates and French 
IM tivateers, defend Minorca and Gibraltar, and 
al this wich four Ships, notwithſtanding double 
bat Number remained in Toulon, after the fail, 
Ing of twelve from thence,... Let.us now ſuppoſe 
low this was ta be done, Muſt not one Ship 
leaſt have been deſtined to watch the Barbary 
2 and 


and one to protect Gibrallar? Otherwiſe dhe 


76 


and French Corſairs? One to protect Minorca, 


Orders for doing all this would not have been 
complyed with, which muſt naturally have pro- 


ved fatal to Mr Byng, conſidering how Things 


have gone ſince. 

HOowE VRR, I am ready to allow leſs than one 
to each Duty, if the penetrating Spirit of the 
m— r Can prove one too many for 


wy 


each of thele Stations. 


TE Admiral, then, would have remained 


block up Toulon ; and this would have been the 


ſecond Fieet of one Ship commanded by an 
Admiral ſince the Beginning of HoſtHities ; Ad- 
mural Townſhend having been ſent to Famaica 


with ſuch another formidable Command. 
IMAGE to yourſelves, my dear Countrymen, 


u hat Terror ſuch an Appearance muſt have cre- 
ated on the Coaſt of France; Toulon dreading 
the hourly Danger of Fire, Devaſtation, and Ra- 
vage: Drums and Trumpets ſounding to Arms; 


Armies marching, and the Tocſin ſummdning 


eve y Mortal to the Defence of his Property and 
. amily, againſt the Invaſion of an Engliſh Fleet, 


every Snip commanded by an Admiral Here 
would bave been a Promiſe of burning, finking, 


and deſtroying, your inveterate Enemies, had 
the French permitted the Opportunity by ſailing 
to America, This, uphsppilyy was never in 
our Power. 
Ix was ordered alto, that if any Ms of 
War « og from 7. oulon, ſhould, peradyenture, 


2 


JG 5 - 


= 


_ 


with a Fleet conſiſting of one whole Ship io 


„ 
eſcape this Fleet, and paſs the Straits, that then 
the Admiral was to ſend or repair to England 


with a propoi tionable Part of the Ships under 


bis Command. Now I ſhould be glad to know 
what Number of French Ships would have at- 
tempted to eſcape this formidable Fleet of Eng- 


and, conſiſting of one Ship? The Expreſſion 


Hips cannot mean leſs than wo, and uo to 
one, J fancy, would have made it difficult for 


Admiral Byng, and mach more fo for the great 


Head of the Ad- had he commanded 
there, to have ok the French, unleſs the 


latter be much mended fince his Channel Ser- 


vice, according to the Account of Sir Peter 
Warren. Should, then, the French M 


's of Roaſt-Beef to Soup- Mea- 


And then might not the ſame 75 have taken 


all the Zbree in ſeparate Engagements, as Hora- 
lius beat the three Curiatii, deſtined, as they 
were, according to the Orders of the great Head 
-ty ? Thus, again, by the exqui- 
ſite Device of dividing Fleets into {mall Parts, 


of the Ad- 


half the Enemy's N umber becomes en to 
the double of ours. 


LET us allow, 1 that two 8 
Ships had eſcaped the Admiral and paſſed | the 
Straits; Mr Byng was then to ſend or repair to 
| England 


wy 
may fo far exceeded ours in Capacity, as know- 

g that Zwo are more than one, and therefore 

ew ſent them to engage the Admiral, might 
dot he have been defeated, notwithſtanding the 
Odds at Ar— 
ore? I only aſk the Queſtion, God forbid 1 
ſhould affirm a Thing of ſuch Importance. 
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England with a proportionable Part of his Ships 
this Part being to be Ships, could not be lc{ 
than ro, which being half, is very proportion- 
able alſo. Thus the whole Engliſb Fleet, to 
block up Toulen, prevent a Deſcent on Minorca, 
defend our Trade againſt Privateers and Barbary 
Pyrates, and protect Gibraltar, would have con- 
ſiſted of two whole Ships, with this farther In- 
junction, Obſerving never to keep more Ships 
in the Mediterranean than ſhall be neceſſary 
for executing the Services recommended as 
* above to Mr Byng.” 
Ca the World produce fo glaring a Con- 
viction of moſt conſummate Ignorance in naval 
Affairs, as ſending out ren Ships to execute all 
this Service? Could the Mr have any Idea 
of what he was ordering to the Admiral, if he 
intended it ſhould be put in Execution? Can it 
be conceived otherwiſe, than an Intention to 
ruin Mr Byng and to loſe Minorca? Were not 
theſe one Part of thoſe Orders, which were in- 


truſted whole Hours to the Care of Mr Ar—r's 3 
Waiters, Cherry and Cury, for their Peruſal, 


till the Mrs, having done ſhaking their 


Elbows and muffling their Cards, had Time to 


diſpatch the Nation's Buſineſs, drawn by the 


lapient S——y, and never read by the me 
M=—r his Maſter? 


To thoſe” Orders of an or Malevo- 
lence, let me add the Falſhoods which were, 
propagated at Mr Byng's firſt failing, with a 


View to create an early Prejudice againſt 5:7 


and "ſcreen themſelves ; z conſcious he mult ws” | J 
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carry in the Expedition, that Menorca would be 
taken, and the Guilt of it reſt on them, unleſs 
a proper Preparation were made to fix it on the 
Admiral, 

Tas firſt was, that the Fleet which left 
Portſmouth under. his command, conſiſted of 
the be/? Ships, the beſt provided, and the 225 
manned, that ever left England. by 
Tu E direct contrary of this the ee % 
Mr, at leaſt his Sy, muſt then have 


Navy, as it has ſince appeared to have been, 


which he could not have known to. be true, 
becauſe, though he may report ſuch F. alſhood, 


all Reſpects. 
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known, if they know any Thing relative to the. 


om the undeniable Evidence of Admiral Weſt. 4 
The next, that the French Fleet conſiſted of 
od Ships, ill manned, and worſe provided 7% 
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he could not change the Condition of the Ships, p 
which have been ſince known and acknowledged. 
to be diametrically oppoſite to that Account in | 


Way, then, were theſe egregious Falſhoods 
uſhered into the World fo early, but to inflame. 
your Minds againſt a Man, whom they were 
convinced could not ſucceed? Why was his. . 
Letter caſtrated in the Gazette, his Effigy burn- 
ed, and ten thouſand Calumnies invented before 
his Tryal and ſince his Execution; that he died, 
a Pepiſt, and never delivered the Paper printed F 
with his Name to it; but to condemn the Inno- 
cent and ſcreen the A Nef ae erer T 
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they not prove ſhe paſſed that Way, as evident 
as Footiteps in Snow that ſome Creature bas 


ſame Deſign of Ruin with the Admiral; would 


When, after long Deliberation, it was reſolved, 


ſtructive, as going with it againſt Mr Byng was 


alſo, that every Honour conferred on the Gene- 


purſaed, keep the Idea of their Innocence and 


their Recommendation, That he deſerved this 
Honour I by no Means call in Queſtion; but of 


fended and given up preciſely in the Manner it 
off Mahon, Mr Blakeney, inſtead of a Title and 
Star glittering upon his Bregſt, would have bad 
the ſame Bullets ZHrougb it, which have ſince 


real Miſconduct, but becauſe the fame Reaſons 


[ 8 ] 


Ax E not theſe the Traces of Iniquity ? Do | 


gone before you? 

Ons Circumſtance moſt not be paſſed by un- 
obſerved; it was debated by the Enemies of Mr 
Byng, whether involving Mr Blakeney in the 


or would not contribute to their Security; 


that going againſt the popular Opinion, ſo great- 
ly in Favour of the Genera}, would be as de- 


advantageous.to their Cauſe; It was concluded 


ral, would look like the difintereſted Reward of 
Merit, and therefore, palliating in undiſcerning | 
Eyes the Raricour with which the Admiral was | 


4 


Mr Byng's Guilt more conſpicuous, by: pretend- 
ing that Juſtice to both was equally their Ob- 
jet; The General was therefore ennobled at 


this Tam convinced alfo, had Sz Philip's been de- 


— i = | 


was, but three Days before Mr Byng's Arrival 


W— 


pierced that of Admiral Byng. Not from any | 


would have then eds to hls DeſtruRton | 
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which fince did to Mr Byng's, 101 becauſe no 
degree of Merit could have ſaved the Guiltleſs 
from the Fangs of the Guilty, who muſt then 
have completed his Ruin as they have that of 
the Admiral. _ 

SHALL then your Cneries, having loſt Mi- 
nwrca, and brought this Land to the Moment 
of Ruin, enjoy in Peace the Fruits of their Ini- 
| quity ? convinced as you muſt be of Mr Byng's 
Innocence, of the malicious Intent of thoſe, 
who treacherouſſy let you flip like Dogs of 
War, to finiſh his Deſtruction, and complete 
their Safety? Will you not reſent this illiberal 
Uſage of making you Accomplices to their Ini- 
quity, by every Fallacy that Miſchief can invent? 
Shall the thought of bringing him unmeriting 
it to the Fire of the Marines, continually reſt 
upon your Souls, and his Blood be required at 
your Hands by the Aimighty? Though he can- 
| not be recalled from the Grave, ſhall not Juſtice 
be done to his Aſhes and to yourſelves Shall 
his and your Enemies, diſtinguiſhed by Titles, 
and ſurrounded with endleſs Wealth ravaged 
from your honeſt Labour, and their Country's 
Revenues, die and be carried ſtinking to their 
Graves, without Enquiry into the Cauſes of 
leir Conduct and your undoing? 

Ir theſe are not Cauſes ſufficiently alarming 
tb wake your Call for Juſtice, behold yet a 
ironger Motive; thoſe Men, 1 very lately 
preliced i in public Affairs, who ſaved your Blood 
and Treaſure from being laviſhed on German 
Lands, for German Iatereſts,, by oppoling the 

M Deſign 


. Deſign of ſending Troops and Money on the 
_ Continent of Europe, are removed from the 
Ad- n. For notwithſtanding, what ha 
| been publicly aſſerted, by unexampled Audacity, 
that nothing of that Nature was intended, who 


and the Money levied on you, if you are filent 
and unremonſtrating to the contrary ? The very 
M tr, who has diſhonoured the Name of an 
Engh/ſhman, by calling in foreign Mercenaries 
under the pretext of defending you from Ina. 
ſion, and waſting your Treafure in their Support, 
whilſt they were Eating up that Bread, which 
too many of you ſtand in need of, are unable to 
_ purchaſe in this Time of Scarcity, and is juſtly 


to be credited, thinks Two Millions too little to] 
be raiſed on your Labour, for the Protection off 


the Defence of that Country ſo pernicious to 
"this Kingdom, leaving you without Arms and 


your Properties, Liberties, and Religion, from 


Word of Command needleſſly to load you with 


Hands of ſuch Men? Will you tamely lock © 
and ſec yourſelves and Conſtitution trucked away 


[82] 


is there unacquainted with the Falſity of that 
Aſſertion? Nay, will not the Troops be yet ſent, 


your Right, has now not only conſented to the 
Return of thoſe Hirelings, but if his Words are 


H, and would fend half your Army to 


Army to defend your Wives and Children, 
the Hands of the French; alike zealous at the] 
Hirelings and Expences, or to ſtrip you of 
Troops and Treaſure to ſupport Germans and} 


undo you and your Country. EE OG WEAORST? 
War will be the Fate of being in ths 


for! 


(83 ] 
for Titles to be ſold; and Places in Reverſion, 
by the Son of your Fathers Serving- Man ? Shall 
Mercy and the laſt Mr be removed from ſerv- 
ing and ſaving your King and Country, in Obe- 
dience to him who thirſted for Blood even in his 
Mother's Womb? Will it not be aſtoniſhing to fu- 
ture Ages, by what Arts a S—-n to renowned for 
Wiſdom, can have been prevailed upon by ſuch 
Men, to have diſmiſſcd a Servant of himſelf and 
the Public, a Friend to the Conſtitution, and 
therefore Faithful to his King and Country ? 
A P—-e whoſe filial Piety in Obedience to the 
laſt Will of a dead Pather, is only excelled by 
his parental Affection for the Subjects of Eng- - 
land. Can he be truly acquainted wi h the In= 
tentions of his and your Enemies, who have 
thus influenced his upright Heart and pure 
Mind? Can he be informed of that Diſpleature 
which is excited againſt all thoſe who have been 
liſten'd to, in procuring the Diſmiſſion of Mr 
Pitt from his Country's Service? And of that 
Averſion which all the honeſt Subjects of Eng- 
land entertain, againſt lavithing more BHhod and 
more Treaſure, in Defence of German States 
and for H————7 Intereſts? Remonſtrate as in 
Duty bound, let your mof gracious S——n be 
truly acquainted, with what his. People, think 
on this perilous Occaſion ; leſt unknowingly, he 
may perfiſt in preſerving thoſe near his facred 
Perſon who may ruin him and you? ß? 
SUCH is the preſent State of national Diſtreſs, ; 
the Men whoſe Lips pleaded in favour of Equity, 
— wean might find the ſweet Occaſion to 
"M04 ſtretch 
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ſure from German Intereſts, who had began the 
from public Truſt; and a Man whoſe dar ing you 


improbably tend to ſupport the Pretender to the 
 perintend a Nation's Welfare. 
plaining, and quietly ſit down beneath fuch 


Treatment in a M- 


Germany, and leave your native Land naked 


Reflect who you are, and what you owe 


heard reſounding in your Streets; waſh your 


ſtretch forth her ardcious Arch wah ſave a guilt⸗ 
leſs Man, who preſerved your Blood and Trea- 


falutary Reform of Placemen, and introduced 
Oeconomy to a beggar'd Nation, are removed 


have Reaſon to dread, whoſe Connexions threa- 
ten Civil War, and whoſe Conduct may not 


Throne, and introduce military Power is to ſu- 


W1LL your ſuffer this Indignity without com- 


-r born with no Title to 
Preference, or Right to guide the public Weal? 
Will you again be tent to fight the Battles of 


and expoſed? Remember Fontenoye and Lavalle, 
let them be ever preſent to your Minds. Have 
you not waſted Blood enough in German Cauſes 


yourſelves, your Progeny, your King, your | 
Country, and your God, keep your Eyes ltea- 
dily on the Heir-Apparent to the Throne, let 
dien be your ſecond Care and Object of Loyalty: 
Rouſe and come forth in Obedience to your 
Laws, let the Voice of Truth and Liberty be 


Hands from the Blood of the Innocent; call for 
Juſtice on your domeſtic Enemies without cea- 
ſing; ſave your Lives and Millions from being 
waſted in the pernicious Service of a County, 
Which: has . too ee * your } 
| ane; 


ti 8g"). 
Bane : Remonſtrate to your 8 
ceſſity of reſtoring to the Naa e of public 
Affairs, the late Servants of him and your Coun- 
try, the avowed Preſervers of your Rights, the 
Protectors of your Conſtitution, otherwiſe the 
Grave is opened, which is deſtined to receive © 
the Remains of your Privileges and Liberties, 
your departed Conſtitution will be quickly in- 
urned, and the Door of that Sepulchre which 
contains it eternally ſealed, from whence there 
i; no Reſurrection. But above all, keep in eter- 
nal Remembrance, that within the Space of 
twelve Months, a common Soldier, a Hireling, 
a Thief, a Hanoverian, was by public Com- 
mand, in Breach of the Conſtitution, ſnatched 
from Juſtice and the Laws of this Land, and 
an Admiral, the Son of a Nobleman, whoſe 
Father's Service to his Country merited and ob- 
tained that Honour, the Legality of whoſe Sen- 
tence was ſometime doubted by thoſe who ſign- 
ed, and unacknowledged by one who refuſed it, 
xs the Equity of it is ta this Day; contcary to the 0 
Conſciences of his Judges, the Juſtice which 
they declared his due, and the moſt earneſt Re- 
commendation to Clemency was precluded from 
Mercy. Such were the different Fates of a 
OY Slave and free-born en of Eng- ; 
an 7 
Hips, bide, your Hives; call the Mountains 
to cover your Diſgrace; mention not the Sound 
of Liberty, ye degenerate Race of Men; let 
the Ox e the Hind plow, ſow, and reap, 
the Weaver throw the Shuttle, each Artizan, 
Manufacturer, 


n, the Ne- 


twenty, for ſuch is the State of Engliſhmen in 
this Realm, to raiſe thoſe Taxes which are to 


Wood and Drawers of Water to German Merce. 


beſtow them. 


and die Freemen ; for know, that Hearts di- 
| veſted of Humanity, and Hands once dipped in 
human Blood will never, without being oppoſed, } 
_ abſtain from murdering your Conſtitution ; and 


berty or completes your Thraldom. 


| Perſon whom the Te has made bis Hero, and who is the | 
univerſal Deteſtation of his Country-Men. ä 


[86 ] 
Manufacturer, and Tradeſman, conſume four. | 
teen Hours, Days, Years, and Ages, in every 


be ſquandered in alien Intereſts, be Hewers of | 


naries and Slaves, till your Treaſure being to- 
tally exhauſted, ye ſerve them in the Field of 
Battle in diſtant Realms, there ſlaughtered, fer- 
tilize and fatten their Lands with your Blood, 
or feed the Dogs of Germany with your Carca- 
ſes, the only Boon you will then have Power to 


7 


Do this, or being born Free reſolve to live | 


that the preſent Year either eſtabliſhes your Li- 


P. S. The Affair as publiſhed in the Teft of the Ninth 


of April, relative to the Criminals at Shrewſbury, is one 
entire Falſhood, maliciouſly intended to deprive Mr Pitt 
of that moſt exalted of all Attributes Mercy. The Author 


would inſinuate, that the late Secretary being regardleſs of 


2 


the Lives of thoſe Men, was animated by other Motives $ 
than Mercy in Favour of Mr Byng ; that his Heart was as 


untouched with the Senſations of true Humanity, as tbe 
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